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The PREFACE. 


NATHAN BEN SAD], a, ſeruant. of - 
God, of. the,kouſe. of Yrae!, to all and.cuery, 

of hu readers, whether Few. or Gentile, greeting. 
Netwithſlanding that. many. have taken in 
hand to write the Iaflory of England, it ſeemed, 
ung me alfa, maſt lend rcader, do Het 

ll in erden Jame. things that, have hahpened - 


fine the conqueſt. of Halligm the Os 


Naw. this I have. choſen i do in, th 
ner. of. our {are{athers, the, aucieut. Tem; 11 
rians, as being not only the moſl conciſe, but. t. tz 
moſt venerable way of writing. | 

Howbeit, I would not that thou ſhouldſt be 
offended, or take in evil part that I have ad- 
ventured to imitate thoſe ſublime originals-: 
neither let it enter into thine heart that I have 
done this thing in ſport, or wantonneſs of wit; 


for verily I abound not therewith, as thou wilt "I 


undoubtedly perceive. 

Nevertheleſs, in peruſing this delectable hi,. 
tory, thou wilt meet with abundant matter both 
for. mformation and amuſement, and perad-. 
venture alſo for inſtrudlion. 


A 2 5 And 


3 PREFACE. 


And it hall come to paſs Rm thou readeſ 


of the fooliſh kings that have ruled the land 
then ſhall. thy ſoul be troubled, and thou ſhalt 
ſay witůin th velf, How ſmall a portion of ſenſe 
 fufficeth to govern a great kingdom! _ 
Bnt when thou readeſt of the kings that were 
wiſe and great, then ſhall thy heart be glad, 
and thou ſhalt compare the paſſed times with 


the preſent, and rejoice therein, and laugh exe 
ceedingly. | 


Moreover thou wilt find, that the end of the 
firſt was bitternefs and ſhame, but the end of 


the laſt was glory and honour : Theſe ſhall be 
et up as a light unto kings in all ages; but 


thoſe a as a warning From generation to genera- 
tion. 
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CHRONICLE, c. 


„ E L LA M le Coro. 


ng SE opal ear 
one thoufand ſixty and fix, in the 
month of September, on the eighth day 
of the month, that William of Nor- 
mandy, ſurnamed the Baſtard, landed in 
England, and pitched his tent in a field 
near the town of Haſtings. 

Then Harald the king attended by alt 


his nobles came forth to meet him with a 


numerous army, and gave him battle. 
And it was fought from the riſing of che 


fun even to the going down of the ſame. 
But the Lord gave up Harold i into che 
hands. of his enemies, and he was Pierced 


with an atroiy, and died i in the held. of * 


batile, and his army was routed. wih S* 
ceeding great laughter. 7 4 
Ihen William the Baſtard took on him 

the 10yal robes, and the ſcepter and. the 


Y diadem, 


1 — ET ꝑ — — aces. 
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FO 
diadem, and was made king of England, 
and was called the Conqueror. 


And be Miel the collird ofiking l- 


rold, and the gold, and the filver, and 
the precious ſtones, and all the treaſures 
he diſtributed to his followers. 


And he built a ſtrong caſtle, and he ſor- 
tifed it with a wall and a ditch; and it is 
called the tower of London unto this day. 


And he ſubdued the land, and ſubjected 


it unto him: and that they might not re- 


bell againſt him, he deſpoiled his ſubjects 


of all manner of inſtruments of war. 
And he cauſed a ſurvey to be taken of 
all the lands in the kingdom, and how 
much appertained to each perſon, which 
he wrote in a book, called dooms-day 
book. 
And he raiſed a ue from every one, 


according to his ſubſtance, and oppreſſed 


them greatly. 
Moreover he made a law, and cauſed it 


to be obſerved throughout the kingdom, 
that at the ringing of a bell, all his ſub- 
jects, from the greateſt even unto the leaſt, 


ſhould extinguiſh their fires, and ſuffer no 
light to appear in their houſes _ pain 
of death. 

So 
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So it was called the curfew bell; and 
at the ſound thereof the lights were extin- 
guiſhed, and our fathers ſlept i in the dark. 

Theſe are the acts of William the Baſ- 
tard; who aſter he had reigned twent 
and one years, died, and was buried in his 
own tomb at Roan in Normandy, and 
Rufus his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


HW WILLIAM RUFUS. 


O W Rufus was thirty and one 
years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned over England twelve 
years and ten months, and his mother's 
name was Matilda. | 
And he was a very wicked man, and 
his heart was ſet to do evil continually ; 
and he contemned the Gods cf his fathers, 


and believed not: he baniſhed alſo the 


prieſts, and converted the ſacred revenues 
to his own ule, | 
Wherefore the Lord ſmote him with 


ſickneſs, and his ſickneſs ſeemed unto 


death. 

Then his heart trembled within him, 
and he repented him of his fin; and he 
ſent for the high * and beſought him, 
ſaying: 


A4 I have 


(8.5) 
I have done evil in the ſight of the Lord, 
in ſeizing the vacant biſhopricks; where- 
fore now I pray thee, take back the things 
Which belong to the church, that it may 
— well with me, and that my {ou} may 
Ve. Fa F 

| _ Howbet, ata the Gad nase left Tn be 
forgot all that he had promiſed, and re- 
turned to his evil ways. 

Nevertheleſs he was a valiant prince, 
and he fought againſt the Welch, and diſ- 
comhited them. and drove them into the 

mountains, and conquered the fouthern 
part of the country. 

And Malcolm alſo, king of the Scots, 
made war upon him; but he flew him in 
battle, and put his army to flight. 

And in theſe days were great diviſions 
in the church, and Urban the pope be- 
thought himſelf how he might put an end 
to them ; and he ſent meſſengers to all the 
princes of Chriſtendom, ſaying, Behold 
now, O ye chriſtian princes, the infidels 
have taken the city Jeruſalem, even the 
city of our God; they have poſleſſed them- 
ſelves of the Holy Land, and profaned tlie 
ſacred places: wherefore now I pray ve, 


let us unite together, and drive them from 
the 
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* 
the ſace of the earth, to the end chat the 
holy city may be delivered from the pol- 
lutions of evil doers, and from che ſcorn 
of unbelievers. :- 

So all the Chriſtian princes United to- 
gether and raiſed a numerous army; and 
they diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a red 
croſs, Which they wore on the upper gar- 
ment, wherefore this expedition was called 
the Cruſade; and they marched into Pa- 
leſtine, and d beſieged the holy oy and took 
It. | 
And it came to paſs i in thoſs days that 
the ſea overflowed its banks, infomuch 
that great part of the lands of earl Godwin, 
in Kent, were overwhelmed and loſt in the 
ſea; and the place is called Godwin's 
ſands unto this day. 

And Rufus builded a great ball, the like 
of which had not been ſeen in England; 


the length thereof was two hundred and 


ſeventy feet, and the breadth thereof was 
ſeventy and four feet; and he called it 
Weſtminſter-ball. - q 2 (20H 

And it came to paſs on a certain day, 
as he hunted in the foreſt which his father 
had made, that he was ſlain with an ar- 


row; and his body was carried in a cart 


3's to 


| 10 . 
to the eity of Wincheſter, and was burisch 
chere, and mae his brother reitzned in 
bis ſleacl. 


II. H E NR Y I. 


OW Henry was a learned man- 
and à prince: af exceeding great 
wiſdem, inſomuch that he was ſur- 
| vamed Beauclerk: and be ſet himſelf to 
ö 2 good laws, and to govern his en 
. Aba he reſtored to the Engliſh the pris: 
! vilegeof having lights in their houſes, Lak. 
ter the ringing of the Curfew bell. | 
And he granted a charter, whereby he 
| cophkrmaed the rights of the church, and 
| Flinquiſhed his claim to the vacant biſhop- 
| ricks: and he forgave all debts due to the 
' grows, all offences committed before his 
! coronation, and confirmed the lauutes of 
Edward the conſeſſor. £ 

Moreover, he ordained: that the wad | 
ol his own arm ſhould: be the ſtandard 
meaſure throughout the kingdom, and it 
is called a yard unto this day. 

And he inſtituted the high court of par- 
nne and aſſembled them eure in 
the 


n : 
ie city of 'Galiſbury he appointed. alto 
the watch. 

No the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the Lampreys that he ate, and che children 
that he begat, are they not written in the 
book of Baker the hiſtorian? 

And Henry reigned over England thirty 
and five years, and he died, and Stephen 
carl of Boloign reigned in his ſtead, 


TW. STEPHEN. 
ND Stephen was-a goodly man, 


and a man of great valour; how- 
beit, as he was not a rightful heir, he be- 
thought himſelf how he might belt obtain 
the affections of the people; and he ſought 
by all manner of ways to pleaſe them. 

To the nobles he gave leave to build 
them forts and caſtles on their own lands; 
he won favour with the ptielts by exempt- 
ing them from temporal authority; the 
gentry he pleaſed with leave to hunt in 
his foreſts; and he pleaſed the people with 
freeing them from taxes and impoſitions. 

Nevertheleſs his reign was full of trou- 
ble, the ſword was not ſheathed, neither 
ceaſed he from war all the days of his liſe. 

And now'the ſin of lazineſs began to 

prevail 


{ 22 )) 
prevail in che land, and the great men and 


the nobles made unto themſclves coaches 


and chariots, and were drawn through the 


ſtreets of the city with horſes 3; morcover, 


their pride increaſed daily, inſomuch that 


in proceſs of time they were carried on the 
ſhoulders of men and bluſhed not. 


Aud Stephen reigned over England 


eighteen years and nine months, and he 


died, and Henry, Plantagenet xeigned 1 in 


his ſtead.” 
x 5 » 8h! N R ew” 1. 


A ND Henry was twenty and two 
years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned over England four 


and thirty years and eight months, ang his 


mother's name was Maud. | 
And he choſe unto himſelf wile and 
diſcreet counſellors of ſtate, he appointed 
learned and able men to reform abuſes in 
the laws, he diſbanded alſo the foreign ar- 
my which his father had kept, and utterly 
deſtroyed the caſtles and forts which the 
nobles and prelates had built in his reign. 
And it came to paſs, that grievous com- 


plaints were made/unto the king of divers 
cruel offences and enormous crimes com- 


mi ited 


N 
1 
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( 13) 


mitted by the clergy, occaſioned by their 


being exempted in the former reign from the 


civil power, and encouraged, as was ſaid, by 


the connivance of Becket the high prieſt. 

And the king aſſembled the prieſts and 
the elders together, and he ſaid unto them, 
is it not meet that this law ſhould be abol- 
iſhed? and they anſwered him and ſaid, it 
is meet. 

Then Becket the high prieſt ſtood up, 
and oppoſed the king with great haughti- 
neſs, and reſuſed his aſſent. |; 

And the wrath of the king was kindled 
againſt him, and he cauſed him to be accuſ- 
ed of divers crimes and miſdemeanors, and 
he was condemned by the prieſts and the 
elders, as a perjur'd man and a traytor. 

Then Becket fled from. the preſence of 
the king, and he became a fugitive in thet 
land of Gaul. 


And it came to paſs after ſome time, that 


the king was reconciled to Becket, and he 


ſent for him, and took him again into fa- 


vour, and reſtored unto him all the honours 
that he before enjoy'd. 


| Howbeit the pride of his heart was not 
a jot abated, he burned with choler, and 
caſt 


Bon 14 ; 
caſt about how 6 might revenge himſelf 
of his enemies. 

And he ſuſpended ſome, and ſome he 
excommunicated, and became in all reſpects 
more inſolent than before. 

Ihen certain of the prieſts and the no- 
bles came unto the king, and complained 
of Becket, ſaying O king! the man whom 
thou forgaveſt, is now more wicked than 
he was before, his crimes are increaſed ſe- 
ven-fold. 
| Then the king waxed: exceeding wroth, 
and his countenance changed, and he cry'd 
out, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this turbulent prieſt ? 

Now this ſaying was heard by certain of 
the king's ſervants, and they went forth 
privily, and finding the high prieſt at the 
altar, they fell on him and flew him, and 
daſhed out his brains at the foot of the al- 


sr, and his blood ſtained the holy place. 


And the prieſts were inflamed with fury, 
and they ſent unto the Pope, accuſing the 
king for the murder of Becket. 

And when the meſſengers came into the 
preſence of the Pope, they bowed down 


with great reverence before him, ſaying, 
6 £0 O 


1 430 
* O moſt holy father! to whom all 
power in heaven and earth is given, who 


* art appointed over empires and nations 


* to bind. their kings 1 in chains, and their 
© nobles in fetters of iron; behold and ſee 
© how the boar of the wood bath rooted up 
© the vineyard of the Lord of Sabaoth! if 
© the” rage of tyranny ſhall embrue with 
blood the Sandtum Sanftorum, what place 
hall beſafe? wherefore, O moſt mild keep- 
* er of the walls of Jeruſalem, arm all the 
* Eccleſiaſtical power you may, unſheath the 
_* {word of Peter, and revenge the death of 
this holy martyr, whoſe blood cryeth out 
* for all the church, and whoſe divine glo- 
ry is already reveal'd in miracles, 

And the Pope was moved exceedingly, 
* he ſent unto the king, commanding 
him to purge himſelf of the crime laid to 
his charge. 

And Henry proteſted his innocence, but 
it availed not: the words he had ſpoken 
teſtified againſt him, and he was compell'd 


to expiate his fault by,a pennance at the 
tomb of Becket. 


B 2 | * Now 


* Theſe are the very words that were uſed in ſe- 
veral of their addreſſes on that occaſion. 


{ 160) 

| Now thepenance enjoyned was this: he 

cloathed himſelf in woolen, and journyed 
till he came within ſight of the church where- 
in Becket was ſlain. | 
Then healighted from his horſe, and 
pulling his ſhoes from his feet, he walked 
| barefoot till he came to the tomb where the 
holy man was laid, and he proſtrated him- 
\ ſelf before the ſhrine, and prayed, and of- 
fer'd rich gifts. 

Aa- he DOS bg himſelf and re- 
ceived diſcipline from the hands of the 
monks; and they ſtrake him with rods, that 
the blood ran from his ſhoulders. 

And the fame of Becket waxed great, and 
he was canonized, and miracles were 
- Wrought at his tomb. 

And of the miracles that he wrought, is 
It not recorded, how he roſe from the cof- 
fin and lighted the candles at his own bu- 
rial ? and when the funeral ceremony was 
ended, how he liſted up his head and bleſſed ö 
the people? | 
He that believeth, let him believe. ſtill; 
and he that doubteth, let him doubt and be 
damn'd. 

And Henry was a great prince, and he 

| con- 
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67 
conquer 'd the kingdom of * and ad- 
ded it to his dominions. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the concubine that he kept in the bower of 
Woodſtock, and how ſhe was poiſoned by 
Eleanor the queen, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
England? 4 

And Henry ſlept with his fathers, and. 
Richard his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


Vi RV IEA KSL 


ND it came to paſs at the coronation 
of Richard, that certain of the Jews 
preſſing in to lee the ceremony, were 
ſet upon by the people with great rage and 
fury, and many olthem were mutfder'd. 
And it was rumour'd abroad, that the 
king had commanded that all the Jews 
ſhould be deſtroyed; and the tumult in- 
creaſed exceedingly, and the Jews were de- 
ſtroyed in ſeveral cities of England with a 
terrible ſlaughter, 
And Richard ihe king prepared a great 
army for the Holy Land; and to ſupport 
this expedition, he extorted money from 
his ſubjeds by all manner of ways, and the 
prieſts were inſtructed to preach. up the 


B 3 great 


( 18 ) 
great merit of this pious undertaking, and- 
the duty of ſupporting it. 

And he ſet ſail for the Holy Land, with 
the richeſt and moſt powerful fleet that the 
Engliſh had ever ſeen; and he came to an 
anchor at Meſſina in Sicily, on the three 
and twentieth day of the month September. 

And Tancred the baſtard, then king of 
Sicily, had impriſoned Joanna the ſiſter of 
Richard, whom he had taken to wife; king 
Richard therefore aſſembled his forces to- 
- gether, aſſaulted the city, and took it. 

And in is way to pug he conquer- 
ed alſo the iſland of Cyprus | 
And he overcame Saladin the Turk in 

many battles, and he took from him three 
thouſand camels, and ſour thouſand horſes 
and mules : he took alſo the towns of A, 


calon, Joppa, and Cæſarea, and behaved in 


all things with exceeding great courage, in- 
ſomuch that the glory of the king of Eng- 
land eclipſed the glory of all the Chriſtian 
Princes. | 

And it came to paſs aſter he returned 
from the Holy Land, as he ſat at meat in 
his palace, word was brought unto him 
chat Philip king of France had laid ſiege to 
ont of his towns. | 
Then 
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reigned in is ſtead. 


Ht 
Then Richard the king was exceedingly 
enraged, and he ſware in is wrath he would 


not turn his ſace till he came to the army 


of Philip. 

And he cauſed the wall of the room 
where he was ſitting to be broken down, 
and he aſſembled his army together, and 
came up wit the French; and the Lord 
fought for him, and he diſcomfited the ar- 
my of Philip, and put them to flight, and he 
overthrew with his own hand three of the 
moſt hardy knights of France. 

Wherefore he took for his motto theſe 
words, Dieu & mon Droit: and this device is 
uſed by the kings of England unto this day. 

And a certain outlaw named Robin 


| Hood infeſted the foreſt of Sherwood in 


thoſe days, inſomuch that none might paſs 
that way without his leave. | 
* Howbeit he was a charitable thief, giv- 


ing unto the poor what he took from the 


rich; and the blood of man he did not ſhed. 
And Richard reigned over England nine 


years and nine months, and he was wound- 


ed with an arrow at the ſiege of the caſtle 
of Chalons, and the wound mortified and. 
he died thereof, and John his brother 
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VII. J OH N. 
ND John came not to the crown by 


who, in his oration before the aſſembly of 
the people, declared, that by all reaſon, di- 
vine and human, none ought to ſucceed in 
the kingdom, but who ſhould be for the 
worthineſs of his virtues univerſally choſen 
by the people, as was this man. 


Nevertheleſs his virtues are not recorded, 


neither do we read of this his election : 
peradventure i it was alye. 

And it came to paſs that Hubert the high 
prieſt died, and Grey biſhop of Norwich 
was elected by king John to ſucceed him. 

But this election was oppoſed by the Pope 
in favour of Stephen Langton a cardinal, 
whom when John refuſed to admit, a quar- 
rel enſued betwixt the Pope and the king ; 
inſomuch that the whole nation was laid 
under an interdict, the king was excom- 
municated, his ſabjects were abſolved from 
their obedience, and all divine ordinances 
ceaſed, burying-places were ſhut up, the 
dead were caſt out as dogs, and remained 
unburied upon the face of the earth. 


How- 


hereditary right, he received it from 
the hands of Hubert the high prieſt, 


( 92 ) 
Howbeit the ſeverity brake not the ſpi- 
rit of John, nor humbled him a ot. 
And in his wrath he ſware, by the teeth 
of God, he would be revenged on the Pope 


and on all that took part with him. 


Accordingly he baniſhed the biſhops 


from the kingdom, and confiſcated the 


lands and goods of all the Nn chat 
obey d the interdict. 
Now when the Pope perceived the ſtub- 


bornneſs of John, and that the roaring of 


his bulls availed not; he ſent meſſeng- 
ers unto Philip the king of France, and 
they came unto the king, and they addreſ- 
ſed him, ſaying. 


O Philip, thus ſaith the Pope: as thou 
regardeſt the remiſſion of thy fins, aſſemble 


now thy army together, and drive out king 


John from the throne of England, and thou 
and thy ons aſter thee ſhall poſſeſs it for 
ever. 

And Philip raiſed an 1 army, and pre- 
pared to invade England. 

Then John was ſore troubled, and his 
heart ſmote him, and he humbled himſelf 
before Pandolphus the legate of the Pope, 
and he took his crown from off his head, 
and laid it at the feet of Pandolphus. | 

* He 


6 
He reſigned alſo his kingdom unto che 
Pope, and took an oath that he and his 
ſucceſſors ſhould hold it from the fee of 


Rome, at the annual tribute of a thouſand 
marks of ſilver. 


I.hus ended the conteſt betwixt the ſpiri- 
tual and temporal ſword: and John teturn- 
ed to the boſom of the church, and contin- 
ued a dutiful ſon all the days of his life. 

Wherefore the holy father ſupported 
him againſt lus ſubjects in all manner of 
wickedneſs and oppreſhon. 

And he vexed them daily with new 
taxes and impoſitions, inſomucli that the 
barons and great men of the kingdom at 


length made war againſt him, in behalf of 
their rights and liberties, 


Now theſe were called the barons wars, 
and the ſword of juſtice prevailed, and 
they compelled the king to confirm their 
ancient privileges, and he ſigned a charter. 


of rights, which is called Magna * un- 
to this day. 


Thus wicked princes are 6 the 


inſtruments of good to a people whom the 
Lord loveth. 


Naw 


e | 

Now the reſt of the acts of king John, 
the * bridge that he built, and his + blaſ- 
phemy on the buck, are they not recorded 
in the book of Baker the hiſtorian ? 

And John reigned over England ergh- 
teen years and five months, and he died, 
and Henry his ſon reigned in is ſtead, 

VII. N 
N D Henry was nine years old when 
he begun to reign, and he reigned 
cover England fifty and five years, 
and his mother's name was Iſabel. 

Now the acts of king Henry, and all the 
fooliſh things that he did, behold they are 
written in the book of Speed the hiſtorian. 
He that hath patience to read, let him read. 
And Henry liv'd all the days of his life, 
and he died, and Edward his ſon reigned 
in his ſtead, 

IX. EDWARD. I. 


ND the Lord pitched his tabernacle 
in the heart ofking Edward, and he 


became 


* London Bridge, which was before of Wood, 
being burnt down in his Reign, it was then rebuilt 
with Stone as it now remains. | 
I It is faid, that being a hunting one Day, at 
the opening of a fat Buck: See {aid he, how this 

Deer hath proſper'd, and how fat he is! and yet I 
dare ſwear he never heard Maſs in his Liſe. 
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became a great Prince, and was called 
Long -ſhanks. 

And he conquer'd the kingdom of 
Wales, and overthrew Lewellen the king 
in battle, and ſle him, and cut off his head 
and crowned it with ivy, and ſet it upon 
the tower of London as a terror to Wales. 

And great fear came upon all Welch- 
men, and they ſubmitted themſelves unto 
Edward, and the two Nations became as 
one people unto this day. 

And it came to paſs 1 Alexander King 
of Scotland died, and great contentions 
aroſe between the Lords Bailol and Bruce 


who ſhould be king. 


And the matter was refer'd unto Edward, 
and he gave it in favour of Baliol, and 
Baliol was made king, and did homage un- 
to Edward for his whole kingdom. 

And Edward the king treated king 
Baliol with great haughtineſs, and ſum- 
mon'd him to appear before him on every 
little complaint. 

Wherefore the anger of Baliol was Kind- 
led againſt him, and his heart ſwelled with 
indignation, and he ſought how he might 
caſt off the yoke Which * his neck. 

And 


(i BY} 

And he ſent meſſengers unto the pope, 
and got himſelf abſolved from the oaths he 
had taken to king Edward, and renounced 
his {overeignty. 

Then Edward the king rais'd an army 

and marched againſt him, and the Lord 
gave up Baliol into the hands of his 
enemies, and he was taken priſoner, and 
carry'd to the tower of London. 
Then Edward coaquer'd the kingdom 
of Scotland, and ſubjected it unto him: and 
he burnt the records of the kingdom, and 
he ſeized the crown, and the ſcepter, and 
all the regalia, and brought them away : 

And the ſtone alſo which was Jacob's 
pillow, and the chair of wood which enclo- 
{ed it and it, is the coronation chair unto 
this day, 

And Edward the king enacted divers 
good laws and uſeful ordinances: and he 
laid great fines on many of the judges and 
other magiſtrates ſor their corruption; and 
ne raiſed from their crimes two hundred 
and thirty fix-thauſand marks. 
lle baniſhed alſo the Jews, to the num- 
ber of fifteen thouſand, and conſiſcated 
their goods. 


And Edward reigned over England 
C thirty 


„ 
thirty and four years, ſeven months and 


twenty days; and he died, and Edward 
his ſon reigned 1 in his ſtead, | 

* EDWaASD 10, 

TO W Edward was a wicked prince, 
and did that which was evil in the 
ſiglit of the Lord. 

And he departed from the worſhip of 
his fathers, and made unto himſelf 155 
idols: and the name of the one was Gave- 
ſton, and the name of the other was 
8 pencer. 

„ he ſet them up in his high places, 
and commanded them to be worſhiped, 

Howbeit certain of the nobles 1 great 
men of the kingdom refuſed to bow down 
before the idols, which Edward the king 
had ſet up. 

And great tumults enſued, and the 
nobles roſe up againſt the King, and reprov- 


ed him, ſaying: O king the Gods which 


thou haſt ſet up are idols, which we nor 
our ſathers ever knew, neither will we 
worlhip. | 

Moreover they plucked them .down 
from their high places, and daſhed them in 
pieces, and utterly deſtroyed them. | 

Nevertheleſs the king repented not, 
neither 


Wi, 2 
neither turned he from the evil of his 
ways; Wherefore they took from him the 
crown, and the ſcepter, and the royal robes, 
and they depoſed him from the govern- 
ment of the kingdom, after he had reigned 
over England nineteen years, fix months 
and fifteen days; and Edward his ton 
reigned in his ſtead. _ | 

+ A000 ATT AKA I. 
ND Edward was fourteen years old 
when he began to reign, and he 
reigned, over England fifty years, 

and his mother's name was Iſabella. 

And ſhe took upon her the govern- 

ment of the kingdom during the infancy 
of her ſon; and her heart luſted after idols, 
and after all the abominations of her 
huſband. 
And ſhe made unto herſelf an idol, and 
called its name Mortimer; and ſhe fell 
_ down befare it, and worſhiped with great 
zeal, day and night. 

Howbeit when Edward the king became 
of age, he was greately offended at the 
abominations of his mother: wherefore he 
put her in priſon, - and he plucked down 
the idol which ſhe had ſet up, and he 
hung it on a tree, even the tree of Tyburn. 

C2 And 
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"ha Edward became a great and TY 
ty king, and begat a ſon, and called him 
after his own name: moteover he was 
aſterwards ſurnamed the black prince, and 
and he waxed ſtrong and valiant, and be- 
came a mighty warriour in the land. 

And he ſought the battles af his lather, 
and the arm of the Lord was with him, 
and he conquered the kingdom of France, 
and took priſoner the king thereof, with 
his ſon and many of the nobles. 

And Edward the king took on him the 
ſovereignty of France, and he quarter'd the 
arms of the kingdom; and his ſucceſſors 
are called kings of France unto this day. 

And the black prince reſtored alſo to 
his kingdom Peter king of Caſtile, and 
defeated his enemies. 

And his name became great over all the 
earth, and the princes thereof ſought his 
friendſhip. 

How belt, as it is written of old, the race 
is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, a 
diſtemper took him, and he died in the 
forty and ſixth year of his age; and the 
glory of Edward his father from that time 
forth diminiſhed. 

In theſe days lived thilk grete Poet, hight 
Geoffery 
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Geoffery Chaucere, the fader of Ingliſt 
pocke, whoſe workis ben ritten in rime, 
and imprinted in a boke, yclyped the 
workis of maiſter Geoffery Chaucere : 
and he ſmothed the tonge of his contrie, 
and his fame is woxen grete in the lond. 

Now the reſt of the aQsof king Edward, 
and the noble order of the garter that he 
inſtitued; behold they are written in the 
book of Afhmole the herald.  - 

And Edward reigned over England fifty 
years, and he died, and Richard his grand- 
fon reigned i in his ſtead. | 

XII. RICHARD II, 

N D Richard was a wicked prince, 
& and did that which was evil in the 
eight ol the Lord, opreſling the people, 
and loading them with grievous impoſitions. 

Aad he laid a tax on the heads of all his 
ſabjedts from fifteen years old and upwards, 
of what ſex or condition ſoever, which 
was called the poll-tax, and it Was: collecled 
with great ſtrictneſs and ſeverty. 

And it came to pals that one of the tax- 
gatherers came to the houſe of a certain 
tyler at the town of Dar ford in Kent, com- 
monly called Wat the tyler ; and demanded: 

the, tax for one of his daughters, 
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And Wat the tyler ſaid unto him, nay 
verily, but thou ſhouldſt not demand the 
tax of my daughter, for the maiden is not 
yet hfteen years old. | | 

Howbeit the tax-gatherer believed not the 
words of her father, for the virgin was fair 
and comely to look on. 

Wherefore he ſtooped down, and put 
his hand beneath the garments' of the 
maiden, to ſee if peradventure the ſigns of 
her womanhood might not appear; and 
he diſcovered her nakedneſs. 

And the virgin was covered with ſhame, 
inſomuch that ſhe ſpake not a word. 

But the impudence of the thing incenſed 
her father, and his indignation kindled 
againſt the officer, and he had a hammer in 
his hand, with which he ſtrake him on the 
head that his brains came out. 

And immediately a great tumult aroſe, 
and all the people defended the action of 
Wat the tyler, and praiſed his courage : 


moreover they choſe him for their captain, 
and dctermined to aboliſh the tax. 

And they marched in a body and en- 
camped on Black-Heath, and he was joined 
there by Jack Straw, and their number 
encrealed to an hundred thouſand * 

d 
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And a certain prieſt named Ball, was 
chaplain to the army, and he preached to 
the multitude from theſe words, 

Mien Adam dalve and Eve ſpan, 

Who was then, a Gentleman? 

From hence he taught them that all men 
were born equal, that it was never the de- 
ſign of heaven that one part of mankind 
ſhould be the ſlaves and vaſlals of the other ; 
and therefore exhorted them to deſtroy che 
nobility, the clergy, the magiltrates, and all 
who pretended to lord it over them. 

With theſe pious reſolutions they march- 
ed to London, and encamp'd on Tower-. 
Hill, plundering and burning the houſes of 
all-whom they thought their enemies. 
And chey ſet fire to the temple, and burat 
and deſtroyed the writings of all the law- 
yers; they burned alſo the palace and all 
the rich furniture of the duke of Lancaller 
in the Savoy. 

And they dragged from the churches 
and from the altars many who had fled for 

refuge, and ſlew them in the ſtreets. 

And they ſtrake of the head of Simen 
7 Sudbury archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
F Hales the high treaſurer; and many more 
on Tower. Hill. | 
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Then the king ſent meſſengers unto them, 


deſiring to know what they would have: 


and Wat the tyler demanded to ſpeak with 
the king in perſon. 

Then Richard the king, attended by ma- 
ny of his nobles, and the mayor and the 
aldermen of London, went forth to meet 
him, and they met him in Smithheld; 

And he Cehdved with great arrogance, 


-and his demands were ſo extravagant that 
the king knew not what anſwer to make 


unto him. 
Moreover he Ade the ſquire who 
held the ſword of the king to deliver it to 


him: howbeit the ſquire took courage and 


refuſed to deliver it, ſaying, the ſWord of a 

king would ill becomethe hand of a knave. 
Now Wat the tyler was vexed at this 

ſaying, and he advanced with his ſword to 


Day the ſquire. 


Then Willam Walworth, the mayor of 
London, was exceedingly enraged at the 
inſolence of tyler, and ſlepped forth, and. 
{mote him with a dagger that he died: 
wherefore the dagger was added. to the 
arms of the city. 

Thus ended © the Alättetbbn of War 


wy 
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Tyler and Jack Straw; and all the rabble 
returned each to his own houſe. 

And Richard the king made unto him- 
ſelf idols, as Edward the ſecond his prede- 
ceſſor had done: and the ching which he did. 
diſpleaſed the people, and they depoſed him 
ſrom the government; and they took the 
crown from off his head, and put it on the 
head of Henry duke of Lancaſter, the ſon 
of John of Gaunt. ; 

XIII. HENRY IV. 


ND Henry was thirty and three years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned over England thirteen years, 

five months, and one and twenty days. 

And he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, as molt of his fathers bad 
done, 

.  Howheit he made an act for burning of 
Hereticks; and they that could not believe 

as the church commanded, were tied to a 

ſtake till the flames conſumed them: and for 

this he was called by the prieſts and the 
monks, the writers of that time, a pious and 
religious prince. 

And he was ſeized with an apoplexy, 
and he died, and Henry his ſon reigned 1 in 
his ſlead. 
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ND Henry was a valiant. prince, 
and a great warriour. 

And he laid claim to the ctown of France, 
and marched into the kingdom with an ar- 
my of thirty thouſand men, taking the town 
of Harfleur, with many other ſtrong towns. 

And he defeated the French army at the 
battle of Agincourt, and flew to the num- 
ber of ſixty thouſand men. And the Lord 
fought for him, and the whole kingdom 
was given into his hands, and he appointed 

John duke of Bedford che regent thereof. 
And it came to pafs that the doArines of 
Wicktlfle the preacher, who had been con- 
demned by the church as an Heretick, began 

now to ſpread over England, and prevailed 


much. 
And the tenets he taught were theſe : that 
"the bread and wine in the facrament of the 
altar, fil continued to be bread and wine 
alter the conſecration of the prieſt ; that the 
worſhip of images was idolatry and a great 
fin; that pilgrimages, penances, and con- 
feſlons to the prieſts were not at all neceſ- 
{ary to ſalvation, but only a good life. 
Now theſe were efteemed deteſtable doc- 
trines, and damnable hereſies. 


And 
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And great fear cameupon all.prieſts, leſt 
the eyes of the people ſhould be opened, and 
their craft expoſed : wherefore they be- 
ſought the king that he wouldjoin with him 
in extirpating out of the land all who ſhould 
teach or profeſs theſe dangerous truths. 

And fir John Oldcaſtle lord Cobham, a 
man of virtue and great reputation, with fir 
Robert Acton, and many others, were 
hanged and burnt in Smithfield for profeſſ- 
ing the ſame. 

Thus truth was deſeated, and ignorance 
again prevailed in the land; the prieſts and 
the levites triumphed, and the minds of 
the people were cloathed in darkneſs, and 
fed with error, 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the books of the chronicles of the kings of 
England ? 

And Henry reigned over England thir- 
ty and four years, and he died, and as 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

XV. HENRY VI. 
ND Henry was eight months old 
when he began to reign, and reigned 
cover England thirty and nine years, 
and his mother's name was. Catharine. 


And 


> 
And in him was fulfilled what was writ- 

ten of old, woe to that nation whoſe king is a 
" child: for he proved a weak and unfortunate 
prince, loſing by his miſconduct all that 
Henry his father had won. 

And in theſe days there appeared a falſe 
propheteſs, named Joan of Arc; and ſhe 
called herſelf the maid of God, and pretended 
to be {ent from heaven to deliver the king- 
dom of France from the Engliſh yoke. _ 

And ſhe wrought miracles, and | perform- 
ed many wonderous things. 

She rais' d alſo the ſiege of Orleans, and 
defeated the Engliſh wherever ſhe came, in- 
ſomuch that the French believed her to be 
conducted by the finger of God; but the 
Engliſh thought her n from the devil, and 
the ſoldiers began t to be tertihed at her pre- 
ſence. 

Howbeit ſhe was at length taken by the 

Engliſh at the city of Roan in Normandy ; 
and ſhe was convicted of witchcraſt, and 
they burnt her there, that it might be ful- 
filled which was ſpoken by the prophet, 
thou ſhalt not ſulfer a witch to live. 

In this reign began the cruel war betwixt 
' the two houſes of York and Lancafter, 
where brother fought with brother, the fa- 


ther 
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ther againſt his ſon and the ſon againſt his 
father, till the rivers flow'd with the blood 
thereof, and rage and flaughter made deſo- 
late the land. 

At length Edward Plantagenet duke of 
York, having overthrown the king i in many 
battles and taken him priſoner, depoſed 
him from the government, and u was crown- 
ed king of England. 

„ EDWARD IV. 


N D Edward was nineteen years old 
when he came to the crown, and he 
was tall and well favourd, and of 


an exceeding graceful preſence. 


Moreover he was a prince of great cou- 
rage and wiſdom, and he ſet himſelf to en- 
act good laws, and to reform the abules in 
his government. 


And he fate in the court of jullice three 


days himſelf, that he might be a witnels 


how his laws were executed, 
And many more good qualities had Ed- 
ward; howbeit he luſted after women ex- 


ceedingly, and he was a gallant prince, and 
young and handſome to look on ; where- 


fore the hearts of the ladies were in who hand. 
And it came io paſs that Mattheiv Shore, 


D a gold- 
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a goldſmich in London, had taken to wile: 


the moſt, beautiful virgin in all the city. 


And the fame ol her beauty. reached tlie 


ears of the king, and he diſguiſed himſelf as 


a merchant, and went to the houſe of Shore, 
pretending. to buy jewels. f 
And when. he ſaw how exceeding fair. 


ſhe was, even beyond what fame had re- 


ported unto him, his heart was ſmitten with 


love, and he burned to enjoy her. 


Wherefore he diſcovered himſelf, and 
took, her home to his bed, and ſhe lived in 
adultery with him all the days of his life. 

In his reign was born Thomas Parr, of 


the county of Salop, who lived during che 


reign of ten kings, even to the days of king 


Charles I. when he died, being an hundred | 


liſty and two years old. 
Moreover he did penance for "ML ſin of 
fornication at the age of an hundred years. 
And Edward reigned twenty and three 
years, and he died, and was buried in his 


| | own tomb at Windſor, and Edward his 


ion reigned in his ſtead. | 
XVII. EDWARD V. 
N D Edward was eleven years old 
hen he began to reign, and he reign- 


ed over England nine weeks and 
three 
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three days, and was murder'd in the torver 
by his uncle Richard, the crooked duke of 
Glouceſter. 
XVIII. RICHAR D- in. 
ND Richard took on him the g9- 
vernment of the kingdom, and fet 
the crown upon his own head. 
And in order to clear his way to the 
throne, and ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſſion 
thereof, he murder'd all who ſtood in his 
wa 
| Wherefore the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt him, and he ſmote him by 
the hand of Henry earl of Richmond, of 
the houſe of York, and he died in the held 
of battle, even Boſworth held. 

Thus ended the war betwixt the two 
houſes of York and Lancaſter, after twelve 
pitch'd battles had been fought, in which 
there were ſlain two kings, one prince, ten 
dukes, two marqueſſes, twenty one earls, 
tiventy ſeven lords, two viſcounts, one lord 
prior, one judge, one hundred and thirty 
three knights, ſour hundred and forty one 
efquires, and eighty four thouſand nine 
hundred ninety and eight private ſoldiers. 

And they took the crown from the head 
323 EY Richard, and put it on the head of 
g D 2 | _ Henry | 
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Henry earl of Richmond; NE" all the army 


ſhouted for joy, and ore out, long live king 


Henry the Seventh. 


And the body of Richard was found in 
the field of battle, and they laid it on a horſe, 


and brought it to the city of Leiceſter, and 


it was buried there, and Henry of Rich- 


mond reigned in his ſtead. 


XIX. HENRY VI. 


O Henry was a wiſe and politick 
prince and he ſet himſelf by all man- 
ner of ways to ſecure the throne to 


| himſelf and his ſucceſſors for ever. 


And he extorted from his ſubjeAs great 


ſums of money, and filled his coffers, and 


the whole ſtudy of his life was to heap up 
_ riches. 


To this end 6 made af of two men, and 


the name of the one was Empſon, and the 


bf. name of the other was Dudley. 


And he gave them power and authority 
to plunder and opprels his ſubjects; and 


they exerciſed all manner of injuſtice upon 


= 


them, accuſing the innocent of crimes, and 


amercing and fining them in great ſums 


| Without trial, converting law and juſtice 


into rapine and cruelty. 
- Now whether it were out of an affecati- 
| | on 
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ol ſlate and grandeur, or peradventure that 


he feared ſome ſudden attempt upon his 


perſon, (for he was not beloved of the pe o- 
ple) he appointed a band of tall men to at- 


tend him, called the yeomen of the guard, | 
which all the kings of Engtand ſince have 


kept unto this day, 
And in his reign there aroſe two impoſ- 


tors one after the other, laying claim to the 
crown of England. 


And the name of ihe one was Simnel, a 


baker's ſon; and che name of the other was: 


Perkin Warbeck; each pretending to be 


Richard duke of York, brother 10 king Ed- 


ward the fiſch. 
 Howbeit ihe firſt was quickly fupprelee, 


and after hi: ing been crown 'd KING in 


Publin, had the honour to be made king 
Hemy's turnſpit. 


As to the other, after many honours | 
done him in the courts of France, Sp aln 
and Scoiland. as a prince ofthe royal bled. 


be was at laſt advanced to the pinnacle of 


Tyburn. 
And in cheſe days a ie diſeaſe aroſe, 


and was called the ſweating ſickneſs; and 
it continued for the ſpace of a month, and 1 
Iwept away great numbers, . 
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But woe unto you whoremongers, adul- 
terers, and fornicators, and woe unto you 

harlots and ſtreet-walkers, that lie in wait 
ſor prey, and ſpread your nets in every 
corner; for a diſeaſe ® hath ſtricken ye 
thro' the reins, and the heat of your luſts 
ſhall burn ye up. 

Now the reſt of the acts of kin g Henry, 
and the magnificent chapel that he built are 
they not written in the book of Bacon the 
hiſtorian ? 

And Henry reigned over England twen- 
ty and three years and eight months, and he 
died, and Henry his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

XX. HE NR Y\- VIII. 


N D Henry was eighteen years old 
when he began to reign, and he reign- 
cd over England thirty and eight 
years, and his mothers name was Elizabeth. 
And he gat the love of his ſubjecis in 
the en erke of his reign, by cauſing to 
be executed as iraitors and oppreſſors, thoſe 
wicked inſtruments of his father, Empſon 
and Dudley. 
Moreover he won wat] in their eyes, 
by ſpending amongſt them in balls and 
{hews, and . thoſe immenſe 


treaſures 
i *In this Rei gn thePox was firſt known in England. 
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treaſures which had been drained from 
them, and hoarded up in the colters of his 
father. - 

And in theſe days the iniquity of the 
popedom was arrived at its full height ; 
inſomuch that indulgences for all manner 
of crimes were publickly ſold for money ; 
and all kinds of people, how vile and pro- 
fligate foever, were promiſed er 
hapineſs on purchaſing them. 

Now the impiety of theſe things pro- 
voked the indignation of Martin Luther, 
and he expoſed the abſurdity of chem in 
many books, Moreover. he cenſured the 
uſurpation of the Pope, and made a mock 
of his authority. - 

Then Henry the King, i in the zeal of his 
heart, wrote an een to Martin Luther, 
defending the Pope; and from henceforth 
he and his ſucceſ ors are honoured with the 
title of Defender of the Faith. 
 Howbeit he afterwards threw off the 
Pope's authority, and departed from many 
of the errors of the church of Rome. 

Wherefore the thunder of the Pope was 
levelled againſt him, and he was excomuni- 
cated; his ſubjecis alſo were abſolved from 
their ' obedience, and all the Princes of 


4 Europe 
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Europe were excited to make war upon 
But Henry was beloved at home, and 
feared abroad; whereſore the thunder of 
the Pope was deſpiſed ;' neither was he 
terrified with all the firey bolts of his wrath. 
And Henry made unto himſelf a great 
idol, the likeneſs of which was not in 
heaven above, nor in the earth beneath. 
And he reared up his head unto the clouds 
and extended his arm over all the land. 
His legs alfo were as the poſts of a gate, 
or as an arch'ſtretched forth over the doors 
of all the publick offices in the land; and 
whoſoever went out, or whoſoever came in, 
paſſed beneath, and with idolatrous rever- 
ence lift up their eyes, and kiſſed the cheeks 


Wo pf the poſtern. 


And all the people both ſmall and great | 


& = fell down before him and worſhiped; for 


they feared his power. 
Prieſts alfo and biſhops brought him 
Water to waſh, and dukes an nobles beld 
the towel. 
Hoheit he fell down from the pinnacle 
1 of 1 greatneſs, and was daſhed in pieces, 
even as a potter's veſſel. Wheiefore let 
him that ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. ok 
| N And 
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And Henry'was a gracious king, but a 
_ tyrannical huſband, 

And he took unto himſelf ix wives, {68 
they pleaſed him not; wherefore he accuſed 
them of incontinence and divers crimes, 
and put them away. Moreover he be- 
headed ſome, and ſome he put in prifon, 
and he dealt cruelly with them. 

And it came to paſs, when a certain 
Prieſt in one of his ſermons defended the 
king 1a this matter, that all the women of 
the town roſe up againſt him, and they 
ſtoned him with ſtones, and drove him 
from amongſt them. 

Now the a of the acts of king Henry 
and all that he did, are they not ritten in 
the books of the Chronicles of tlie kings of 
England ? 

And Henry was a man of great parts 
and much experience, and could penetrate 
very far into hidden things; yea, ſo great 
was the opinion of his capacity, that the 
meaſure of his abilities is preſerved in the 
tower of London unto this day: and it 
behoveth all men to humble themſelves be- 
fore him, and confeſs his ſuperior greatneſs. 

And Henry ſlept with his fathers, and 
Edward his ſon reigned in his ſtead, | 


D i XXI. 


by forms and foolith ceremenies. 


e 
XX. EDWARD VI. 
OW Edward was nine years old 
when he began to reign, and he 
reigned over England ſix years and 
five months. | 
And he was a pious Prince, and he loved 
the truth, and promoted the reformation 
which Henry his father had begun. 
Hlowbeit he was cut off as a flower in 
its bud, or as a roſe in the morning-ſun : 
his days alſo were as a ſpan, and the years 
ol his reign as a ſhadow that paſſeth away : 
but bis memory fmelteth ſweet for ever.. 
And he appointed for his ſucceſſor the 
lady Jane Grey, and ſhe was proclaimed 
queen; but the party of Mary prevailing, 
Jane was beheaded in the tower of London, 
and Mary her ſiſter reigned in her ſtead. 
| XXII. MARY. 
ND Mary adhered to the church of 
Rome, and ſhe revived the errors 
thereof, and reſtored all the ancient 


| Moreover fhe was of a cruel nature, and 
me perſecuted unto death all who oppoſed 


her ine and her reign ſlinketh of 
blood unto this day. 


Old men and children, young men and | 
maidens, 
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maidens, they alſo that gave: ſuck; with 
the infant at the breaſt, ſhe burned at the 
ſtake; and the fire of perſecution was not 
quenched all the days of her life. 

But the vengeance of the lord overtook 
her, and ſhe was torn from the face of the 
earth as a bramble that choaketh the field, 
and her name is an abomination. 

And from the time that ſhe was crowned 
to the day which the lord ſmote her with 
lickneſs, was five years and four months, 
and ſhe died, and Elizabeth her ſiſter * 
ed in her ſiead. 


XXIII. ELIZABETH; 


O W Elizabeth was twenty and five- 
years old when ſhe began to reign, 
and ſhe reigned over England forty 
and four years, four months, and ſeven 
days, and her mothers' name was Anna 
Bullen. | 
And ſhe was endowed with wiſdom 
from above, and the ſpirit of the almighty 
gave her underſtanding: ſhe choſe” unto 
| herſelf wiſe and able miniſters; ſhe heark-- 
ened unto their counſels, and ſhe govern- 
ed her kingdom with power and greut 
glorv. 
The ſea alſo was ſubject 50 W „5 
c 


„ 
ſhe reigned on the ocean with a mighty 
hand. 

Her admirals cm the world about, 
and brought her home treaſures from the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth. 

The glory of England ſhe advanced io 
its height, and all the princes of the earth 
ſought her love; her love was fixed on 


the happineſs of her people, and would 
not be divided. 


The Fra of learning was alſo in ir 
reign, and the genius of wit ſhone bright 
in the land. 

Spencer and Shakeſpear, Verulam and 
Sidney, Raleigh and Drake adorned her 
court, and made her reign immortal, 

And woe unto you Spaniards, woe un- 
to you, ye haughty uſurpers of the Ameri- 
can ſeas ; for at the lightning of her eyes 
ye were deſtroyed, and at the breath of her 
mouth ye were ſcattered abroad; ſhe came 
upon your armado as a witheind, and as 
a tempeſt of thunder ſhe overwhelmed you 
in the fea. | 

Wiſdom and irength were in her right 
hand, and in her leſt were glory and 
wealth. 

She [| pake, and it was war; ſhe waved 


r 


„„ | 
hand, and the nations dwelt in 
Fer miniſters were Juſt, her counſellors 
were ſage; her captains were bold, and 
her maids- of honour ate beef ſteaks for 
breakfaſt.” | 

Now the reſt of the acls of queen Eliza- 
beth, and all che glorious things that ſhe 
did, are they not written in the books of | 
the chronicles of the kings of England? 

And Elizabeth flept with her fathers, and 
ſhe was à virgin ; he taſted * not of man, 
neither ſubmitted ſhe herſelf unto him all 
the days of her life, _ | 

And ſhe was buryd in the chapel of 
king Henry the event and James of 
Sco thand reighed in her ſtead.” 


JAMES I. 


A N D Jamie thought hitnſelf⸗ a * | 
king, and amicklewiſe mon. How-. 
beit he was a fool anda pedant. nod? 

But the ſpirit of flatiery went forth, in 
the land, and the great men and the biſhops. 
offered ineenſe unto him, ſaying, : 
O moſt ſacred king? Thou art wiſer 
than the children ol men! thou ſpeakeſt 
by the ſ pirit of God! there has been none 
equal to thee before thee, neither will any 
ariſe after thee like unto thee, 0 


E Thus 
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"Thus they abuſed bim daily with Tying 
and tulſome adulation.,  . 
And che ear of James was tickled Wh, 


| with, and he was puffed up, and he thought 


himſelf wiſe; whereupon he began to diſ- 


pute with the doftors..and to decide con- 


troverſies, and to write book 83 and the 
world was undeceived. f 
Howbeit a new. tranſlation of the bible 
was ſet on foot in his reign, and it was exe- 
cuted with great care and. exactneſs, and 
8 ſame is read by the POD: unto. this 
ay. | 
In this reign alſo the two kingdoms 5 


England and Scotland; were united to- 
gether, and he gave unto them the name of 
Great Britain, and the two nations became 


as one people. 

| Moreover he iſſued a proclaniation to 
enforce the act of uniformity ; - and of ten” 
thouſand pious miniſters that diſpenſed 
the word, but forty and nine Were, found 
that did not conform. | 

And the forty and nine WhO had con- 
ſciences were ſuſpended ; but the nine 
thouſand fifty and one hd had no con- 


' ſcience, were continueda as faithful miniſters. 
of the word. 5 
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And i it came to paſs in the third year of. 
his reign, that the Pope and the Devil laid 
| their heads together ind contrived a molt 
-grieyous plot. 
And the Pope ſaidunto the Devil, 75 
with ſhall we deſtroy him? And the Devil 
ſaid unto the Pope, 1 wil do it with gun. 
Powder. 
Heowbeit the wiſdom of James was as great- 
«er than the wiſdom of the Pope and the 
Devil, and he ſmelled. out their plot, and I 
| prevented i ns | 
And James was glad that Be, as alive, 5 
therefore he abpoitited the fifth day of the 
month November as a day of thankſgiving 4 
for ever. And bonfires are made, and 
ſquibs and crackers are let off in the ſtreets, 
in derifion of the Devil and his gunpowder 
Plot unto this day. 2 
Now James the king was of a ſociable 
and loving nature, and he could not be 
without a boſom friend, with whom he 
might communicate his internos ſenſus, and 
upon whoſe ſhoulders he might ſometimes 
lay a burthen, which he was not willing 
10 bear himſelf. Els 5 
Wherefore he caſt an eye of Cavour v up- | 
on n Kir Robert Carr, a gentleman of Scot- 


E 2 land, 
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of ſuch exquiſite beauty, and ſo delicate a 
compoſure of body, as if nature had framed 
him on purpoſe to be a king's fayourite. 

And the king loved him, and he pleaſed 
the king; nor was any man partaker of 
the royal influence like unto him, all mat- 
ters of grace and favour paſſing from the 
king by him, inſomuch that the Jen, Was 
jealous, 6 

Moreover it came to paſs, that on Eaſter 
Monday, in the year 1611, for his great 
ſervice done unto the king, hs was created 
viſcount Rocheſter; on the two and twen- 
tieth of April, 1612, he-was ſworn a privy 
counſellor ; on the ſourth of November, 
1613, he was created earl of Somerſet; 
and on the tenth of July following, he Was 
made lord Chamberlain; fo true is that 
faying, 
Improbe amor, quid non mortalia pecloracogii ? 

But this ſunſhine of fortune laſted not 
long; whether the king grew weary of him, 
as not being ſo agreeable as when he was 
firſt taken into favour, or whether the ma- 
chinations of the Jealous queen wrought 
his deſtruction, we cannot ſay; but being 
ſufpected of contriving the death of Sir 


Thomas Overhury by poiſon, he was ar- 
raigned 


„353 i 


and condemned for the ſame ; and though. 
through the clemency of the king, his life 


4; 


was (pared, he, was, never aſter ſuffered 10 


Tee the kings face, nor to come near his 
court. 7 
Hwbelt the king PE not be long 
without an Alter idem; wherefore he took 
unto himſelf a beautiful youth named Geo. 
Villiers; and he loaded him with honours, 
alid ſed him i in all e like unto the 
other. 
And James belteved Hmſchf a great king, 
and conceived high notions of the royal 
Prerogative ; inſomuch that he looked up- 
on the parliament as a troubleſome and 
unneceſſary thing ; andthoughtit extream- 
ly hard,” that ſo great a- king ſhould be 
bound by the laws of the land, or his co- 
ronation oath, or that he ſhould be obliged 
to call a parliament to make laws, = 
he might do it alone by his abſolute power. 
Moreover he approved the book of 
doctor Blackwood, which laid it down as 
a principle, that the Engliſh were all ſlaves 
by reaſon of the Norman conqueſt, | 
With theſe notions be poiſoned himſelf 
and his ſon, and laid the foundation of 


E 3 thole 
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thoſe troubles which ended 1 in the ruin of 
his family. 

And it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
a certain impoſtor named Richard Hadock 
| pretended to preach in his fleep, in ſuch 

ſort, that though he were called aloud, or 
ſtirred and pulled by the hands or feet, yet 
he ſeemed not to hear or to feel. 

And he continued to do this in the pre- 
ſence of many perſons who reſorted to kear 
him; inſomuch that in a ſhort time his 
fame was ſpread through the land by the 
name of the ſleeping preacher, and many 
were brought to believe that theſe his 
mighty preachings were by inſpiration 
from heaven. 

Tantum Religio potuil ſuadere Foolorum | 

But the king diſcovered the cheat, and 
commanded him in all places to declare 


| _ himſelf an impoſtor. 


Howbeit the race of reverend ſleepers 
continue, and infeſt the land with large 
long-laboured volumes of heavy and ſom- 
niſerous lumber unto this day. 

And it came to paſs in the ſeventeenth 


| — year of the reign of king James, that the 


wife of his boſom fell ſick, and her ſickneſs 


| was unto death. 


Then 


( 55 _] 
Then James the king was fore troubled, 
and he put on ſackcloth and bewailed him- 
ſelf; and ſo great was his forrow, that he 
ſpake not, neither did he eat for many days. 
| Howbeit he was a wife man, and he faid 
within himſelf, why ſhould I be any lon- 
ger troubled, or why ſhould my ſpirit be 
ſunk within me? our tears avail not to the 
dead, neither do they hear our cries. 

Sorrow dimmeth the eyes, and grief 
withereth the countenance, but the ſmile of 
a friend reviveth the heart. 

So the king aroſe, and waſhed himſelf, 
and did cat bread. 

Now the reſt of the ads of king James, 
and his wiſdom, and his learning, and all 
the books that he wrote, behold thou may- 
eſt find them in the chandlers ſhops unto 
this day. 3 

And James ſlept with his fathers, after he 
had reigned over England twenty and two 

Years and Charles his ſon reigned in his 
ead 


CHA R LES I. | 
N D Charles was twenty and five years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned over England twenty and 
E 4 two. 
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to years and ten months, and his mother 5 
name was Anne. c no Jg 20 


And he was a pious: audxekgibss p FTE 
and wrote ma ny godly books; Hiding alfo 


and prayers; — ſundry meditations were 
- the works of his hands. Mani 0909192 

Howbeit he did that which was evil in 
the fight of the Lord, in following the ſteps 
of his father, and aſpiring to abſolute power. | 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
- againſt him, and he cauſed a ſpirit of diſ- 
content to go ſorth among the people, and 
they came unto the king and desu him. 
faying: 

Moſt: gracious fojereigit! incline thine - 
cars, we beſcech thee, unto the voice of thy 
people, and let their cry come unto thee: 
behold we area free people, we and our fa- 
thers have been free men unto this day. 

| Wherelore now then are we oppreſſed 
with arbitrary power, with forced loans, 
wich tonnage and poundage, with ſhip-mo- 
ney, and with divers taxes impoſed on us 
without the authority of parliament ? 

Wherefore is the-yoke of bondage laid 


npon us? a yoke which we nor our fathers 


were able to been. 
-Howbeit this remonſtrance vieaſed not 
the 


CART. 
the king, neither was he moved therewith, - 
except unto wrath ; moreover he diſſolved 
the parliament, and continued in his evil 
ien ne e vaid > 
Then the anger of the people waxed 
great, and they ſaid amongſt themſelves, the 
King is ill adviſed, his counſellors are naught; 
let us remove the wicked from before the 
king, and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in 
righteouſneſs, WW 40. 
So they accuſed Villiers, duke of Buck- 
ingham, who was the king's prime favour- 
ite and chief miniſter, of divers crimes and 


* % 
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miſdemeanors ; namely, that he engtoſſed 
into his hands by evil means a great num- 
ber of offices and employments, ſome where- 
of could hardly be executed by a ſingle per- 
ſon: that he favoured and promoted the 
worſhip of Rome: that he neglected to 
guard the ſeas and protect the merchants: 
that he conſtrained ſeveral perſons to pur- 
chaſe titles of honour, particularly the lord 
Robartes of Truto, whom he enforced tio 
Pay ten thouſand pounds for the title of 


baron: chat heprocured to his kindred and 


allies, and other unworthy perſons, many 
titles and honours without their having 
| E 5 | donc 


gon! Wo | 

done the ſlate any ſervice: with divers noto- 
| rious crimes and heinous offences. 
W bereſore they moſt” humbly Veüsht 
the king, even for his own honour and the 
honour of Almighty God, for the fafety 
and welfare of his kingdom, and for the 
love which as a kind father he bore unto 
his people, that he Would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to remove this perſon from acceſs 
io his ſacred preſence, and that he would 
not ballance this one man with all theſe 
things : prote ſling, that until this great man 
was removed from intermeddling with the 
affairs of ſtate, they were'out of all hopes of 
any good ſucceſs,”'  * 

Nexerthelels their petition was caged. 

Moreover the king M as exceeding wroth, 
and he commanded the petition to be con- 
ſumed with fire, and all the copies thereof 
to be deſtroyed. ' And he protected his fa- 
vourite from the publick rage. 

Howbeit he eſcaped not the hand of juſ- 
tice; for the anger of the Lord was kind- 
led againſt him, and he ſtirred up the zeal 
of Felton the lieutenant, who ſmote him to 
he heart that he dyed. 
And it came to paſs in theſe days, n 
great troubles aroſe in England on account 


of 


| ( 39) 
of religion: many, being ſmitten with the 
tinſel beauties of the church of Rome, went 
a whoring after her Gods, and gave up 
their hearts unto the luſts theo. ic 
And, foraſmuch as many tokens of his 
love appeared, it was thought that Laud the 
archbilhop was corrupted by her fornicati- 
ons, that he had bowed the knee unto her 
idols, . and Juſted i in his a alter her a- 
bominations: 44 | 
Certain it is, he was very 1 in 
obſerving all the luperſlitious geſtures; the | 
bowings, the waſhings, the veſtments, and 
all the painted ornaments in which the ſcar- 
let whore delighteth. | 
And he drew many aſter him, and occa- 
| fioned much trouble 1 in the land, and much 
nonſenſe, and many trifling diſputes. 
Moreover he was ſuſpected of debauch- 
ing the king i into this lewd amour, and i ins 
poſing on his royal affections with the pain 
and patches of this inveigling ne 
Wherefore: the peopleroſcup againſt Laud, 
and in the fury of their N they put him | 
to death. | 
Now theſe things were 115 that might | 
be fulfilled Which was ſpoken by the pro- 
PR, bleſſed is he that watcheth and keep- 
eth 


6600 
eth his garments, leſt he walk naked and 
they ſee his ſhame. 

And it came to paß that the hole king-- 
dom was poſſeled by two evil ſpirits, the 
ſpirit of prelagy and the ſpirit of fanaticiſm. 
And the two ſpirits ſtrove together with 
great fury, and the land was in volved in 

blood and confuſion. 

Howbeit the ſpirit of Eirlaabelſay' prevail- | 
ed, and the king was diſcomfited, and taken 
Priſoner, and committed to the prifon of 
Cariſbrook caſtle in the Iſle of Wight. 

Then Charles lift up his voice unto the 
Lord, ſaying judge me, O God, and plead 
my cauſc againſt an ungodly nation. 
Mine enemies have purſued and over- 
taken me, but do thou deliver me out of the 
hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the 
unrighteous and cruel men: deliver me in 
thy righteouſneſs, and cauſe me to eſcape; 
incline thine car unto me and ſave me. 

Caſt me not off in the time of old age, 
forſake me not when my ſtrength failetl. 

Mine enemies ſpeak evil againſt me, and 
they that lay wait for my ſoul take counſel 
together, ſaying, God hath ſorſaken him, 


let us perſecute and take him, lor there i 
none to deliver him. 


5 


. 
But let them be confounded and con- 
- ſumed that are adverſaries to my ſoul, let 
them be covered with reproach and diſ- 
honour that {eek my hurt, 

Howbeit the prayer of Charles availed 
not, he was delivered up into the hands of 
his enemies; and they erected a new court 
of juſtice for the trial of the king, and they 
brought an accuſation againſt him, ſaying, 

He hath endeavoured to deſtroy the 
rights and liberties of the people, and to 
rule with an unlimited and tyrannical 
power ; for which end he hath levy'd war 
againſt the parliament of England and the 
people thereof, and hath been the cauſe of 
all the blood which hath been ſhed in the 
land. 

Now Charles deny'd the jurildiclion of 
this court, and demanded to know b 
what authority he was brought before them, 
or by what law of England he could be 
tryd. But they anſwered him not a 
word. 

Howpbett a ſolemn fafl was appointed, to 
ſeek the Lord, and beg his direction in che 

murder of the king. 
Moreover an inſpired virgin v was brought 
out of Hertfordſhire, who pretended a re- 


velation . 


w as. 3 
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velation from Heaven to encourage the 

ſaints in their pious work. 
So they proceeded to this trial, and con- 
demned him as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, 
and a publick enemy to the commonwealth 
. of England, to be put to death by ſevering 
his head ftom his body. 
Moreover, during the time of his iryal, 
the head of his cane fell off, and no man 


cane propheſied of what ſhould come to 
pals. 

And they treated him with great inſolence 
ſpitting upon him, and puffing tobacco in 
his face, which they knew was hateful unto 


him. 


” Howbeit he bore with patience their in- 
| ſults, neither opened he his lips againſt them. 
And on the goth day of the firſt month, 
Which is called January, a ſcaffold was built 
| before the gates of his own palace, and he 
was brought thereon, and his head was cut 
off and ſhewd unto the people. And 
ſome tejoiced, but many ſuppreſs d the 
groans which they durſt not utter., 
The COMMONWEALTH. 

A ND it came to paſs after the death 


X of king Charles, that the commons 
paſſed 


knew why ; wherefore it was thought the 


( 63 ) 
paſſed an act for annulling the houſe of 
lords and aboliſhing the regal power as uſe- 
leſs, burthenſome, and dangerous ; and the 
government of England was changed into 
a commonwealth. 
And the duke of Hamilton, the ear] of 
Holland, the lord Capel, and many others 
who had been of the king' s party, were put 
to death. | 
| Moreover it was enacted, that all who. 
pollefſed any. publick poſt, ſhould take out 
freſh grants and new oaths to qualitry 
hes for holding the ſame. 

This grand alteration in the government 
occaſioned alſo many others: the oaths of 
allegiance and ſupremacy were aboliſhed: 
juſtice was no longer adminiſter d in the 
king's name, but in the names of the keep- 
ers of the liberties of England: A new 
council of ſtate, conſiſting of thirty nine 
perſons, was choſen for the adminiſtration 
of publick affairs under the parliament: 
new money was coin'd: and a new great 
feal was made, on one ſide of which was 
ſeen the parliament . fitting, with this in- 
ſcription, The great Seal of the Parliament of 
the Commonuealth of England; on the other 
fide, _ arms of England and Ireland, with 
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theſe words, The firſt year of Freedom by 
God's Bleſſing reflor'd. And this ſeal was 


committed to a certain number of perſons, 


who were ſtiled Keepers of the Liberties of 


Great Britain, 
Many alſo were the changes that were 


made in religion; Epiſcopacy was aboliſh- 


ed, the common prayer deſpiſed, canting 
and hypocriſy, and doing all kinds of 


wickedneſs in the name of the Lord, were 


the ſigns of grace; and every one wor- 
ſhiped God after the fooliſhneſs of his own 
heart. 

Howbeit the fon -of king Charles, who 
had fled beyond the ſeas, was invited into 


Scotland, where he was proclaimed king; 


and he raiſcd an army of eighteen thouſand 
men, and marched into England to the 


city of Worcelter, and encamped there. 


And Cromwell with an army of thirty 
thouſand men purſued him to the gates of 


the city, where he pitched his tents, and 
- Prepared to give him battle. 


Now Cromwell was a valiant man, and 
his ambition was great; and behold he was 


tempted of the Devil to ſell himſelf unto 
| von, on condition that he ſhould have ſuc- 


ceſs 
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ceſs in all his undertakings ſor twenty and 
one years. 

But the Devil is a cheat and a liar from 
the beginning; and it ſhall come to paſs, ' 
that whoſoever putteth his truft in him 
ſhall be deceived. He that hath | ears to 
hear, let him hear. | 

At ſome diſtance from the army of Crom 
well was a very thick wood, in the-middle 
of which the Devil appointed Cromwell to 
meet him, and to ſign the contract. 

And it came to paſs on the third day of 
the month September, early in the morn- 
ing, that Cromwell aroſe from his bed, and 
took with him one of his ſtouteſt captains, 

whoſe name was Lindfey, and they entered. 
the wood, 

Howbeit the heart of Lindſey was ſeized. 
with terror, his hair ſtood up, he turned 
pale, and his joints knocked together: 

And he ſpake unto Cromwell, ſaying, 
behold now mine heart is ſmitten with 
dread, my ſpirit faileth, and I am even as 
a dead man, yet I know not for Why. 

And Cromwell upbraided him with 
cowardice, and faid unto him, fear not, 
come on. 


But Lindſey the captain anſwered and 
F g- laid, 
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Thou knoweft I am no coward; yet veri- 
ly, verily I ſay unto thee, my joints at this 
time are frozen with terror and aſtoniſh- 
ment, inſomuch that it is impoſſible for me 
to flir a tep. | 

Then Cromwell ſaid unto him, ſtand 
Tull, and attend to what thou feeſt. And 
he went a few paces from him, and lo the 
Devil roſe up before him in the likeneſs of 
an ancient man, with a roll of parchment 
in his hand, | 
His horns were in his pocket, his tail 
alſo and his hoof were concealed beneath 
his garment; wherefore Lindſey the cap- 
| tain reſumed his courage, and he liſtened 
unto them with great attention. 

And Cromwell ſaid unto the Devil 
Satan why haſt thou deceived me ? The 
contract I made was for one and twent 
years, and behold thou haſt drawn it for 
ſeven. 

And the Devil ſaid unto Cromwell, AAR 
years is the utmoſt that I can allow unto 
thee, take ii or leave it. 

Then the anger of Cromwell was kind- 
led againſt the Devil, and he ſpake uto him 
wich great ſierceneſs, ſaying, fourteen years 
thou [halt allow me, deny 1 it if thou dareſt. 

Hows 
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Hcwbeit the Devil was obſtinate, and 
they ſcolded together with great fury; and 
the Devil ſaid unto Cromwell, if thou lie- 

eſt not the bargin another ſhall have it. 

But Cromwell ſnatching the parchment 
from his hand, ſigned the contract for ſeven 
years; whereupon the Devil in a cloud of 
ſmoke and ſulphur vaniſhed from his 

fight, 

| Then Cromwell returned to Lindſey in 
| triumph, ſaying, the battle is our own, let 
us engage this day, for the Devil hath given 
them into mine hand. 

But the heart of Lindſey was ſmitten 
within him, and he fled from the preſence 

of Cromwell, and he rode day and night 
till he came to the houſe of a certain prieſt, 
whoſe name was Ihorowgood, unto whom 
he told all that he had ſeen. S338 

Moreover he propheſied, ſaying, mine 
eyes have ſeen it, the hand of death is up- 

on him, and at the end of ſeven years he 
{hall ſurely die. | 

And Thorowgood the orieſt was a man | 
of great faith, and he believed the tale, and 

he cauſed it to be written in a book, and 


che book is preſerved unto this day. Yet 
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I would not that thou ſhould'ſt look for it, 
leaſt peradventure it ſhould be bard to . 
And Cromwell returned to his army, 

and he drew them up in batile array, and 
he aſſaulted the city and took it; and the 
army of the king was diſcomfited, and 
many were flain by the edge of the ſword. 

- Nevertheleſs he fell not into the hands 

of his enemies, neither was he taken in 

their ſnares: He was befet with dangers 
round about, but the hand of the Lord 
conduged him in faſety. 

And it came to pafs chat he was as purſued 
into the middle of a wood, called Boſcobel, 
and he got up into a tree and concealed 
himſelf, that his purſuers pafled by and 
ſaw him not. | 

| And the tree is called the Royal Oak 
unto this day. 

In a barn alſo he hid himſelf, two days 
and two nights concealed he himſelf from 
the rage of his enemies; ſtraw only Vas 
his bed, and he was fed by the hand of a 
poor woman with buttermilk and bread. 
| Moreover he fippedoff his royal robes, 
and diguiſed himſelf in poor array; his 
hands alſo and his ſace he dyed with wal- 

nuts; a hempen ſhirt was next his ſkin, 

| and 
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and his outward garment was a leathern 
doublet; in the night alſo he fled, in the 
darkneſs of the night he eſcaped. | 

And he walked from the going-down of 
the ſun even till the morning-ſlar appear- 
ed, inſomuch that his feet were galled with 
blood. 

Many other diſguiſes put he on, and 
many perils did he encounter; now on a 
millers's horſe with duſty bags, and now 
before a country dame on horſeback ; till 
at laſt arriving at the ſea-fide, he eſcaped to 
France in a ſmall veſſel belonging to a poor 
fifherman. | | 

Mean time the power of Cromwell en- 
creaſed, and his glory grew untothe height; 
inſomuch that he ſet himfelf at the head of 
the Commonwealth, and was called the 
protector thereof. 
OLIVER CROMWELL Protetlor. 
O W Cromwell was a valiant man, 
but a great hypocrite ; and he hu- 
moured the the times, pretending to 


piety, and to conſult the Lord in all his 
doings. 


| Howbeit his character is doubtful, whe- 
ther he was a righteous man or a rogue; 
neither 1s it determined by which appell- 
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ation to call him unto this day: peradven- 
ture he was a mixture of both. 

Thoſe who ſpeak evil of him ſay, that he 
ſet up himſelf as an idol, and made the very 
ſſreets of London like unto the valley of 
Hfanom, by burning the bowels of men as 
a ſacrifice to his Molockſhip : that his pre- 
tence was freedom for all men, and that by 
the help of that pretence he made all men 
his ſlaves, he's up himſelf above all that 
ever were called ſovereign in England: 
that he ſummoned parliaments with a word 
of his pen, and; difperſed them again with 
the breath of his mouth: that he took 
Arms againſt taxes of ſcarce two hundred 
thouſand pounds a year, and raiſed them 
himſelf to above two millions: that under 
the pretence of reforming religion, he rob- 
bed it even to the ſkin, and then expoſed 
it naked to the rage of all ſets and hereſies: 
that be fought againſt the king under a 
commiſſion for him, and then took him 
forcibly out of the hands of thoſe ſor 
whom he had conquered him, and butch- 
er' d him in the open face of all the whole 
world, with as little ſhame as conſcience or 
vr "AR 

Thus he is madea monſter of baſenels, 
in- 
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ingratitude hypocriſy, rebellion and uſurp- 
ation. 
 Howbeit there are others who defend 
him ; ſaying, he was an illuſtrious warrior, 
a great politician, a man of the moſt con- 
ſummate prudence, and who had the art 
of making himſelf both feared and reſpeR- 
ed : that if his government be compared 
with thoſe of the two laſt kings, there will 
appear a very great diſparity with regard 
to the glory and reputation of the Engliſh 
nation: that he made himſelf — 1 
dreaded by France and Spain, and the 
united provinces, ' who all courted his 
friendſhip with ſuch ardeur, that they may 
be ſaid to have cringed to him beyond 
what was becoming : that if his ambition 
led him to aggrandize himſelf, it alſo led 
him to advance the glory of the Engliſh ' 
name, and the terror of their arms even to 
the pitch of Roman greatneſs: that as to 
his morals, he was guilty of few of the vices 
to which men are commonly addicted ; 
giuttony, drunkenneſs, gaming, luxury, 
and avarice, were crimes with which he 
was never reproached: and as to his reli- 
gion, his principle was, to leave every man 
at liberty, and to proſecute no one on that 
account : 
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In fine, that by his great capacity and un- 

common abilities he raiſed himſelf to the 

ſupreme dignity, ſupported himſelf in it 

wich great glory, and dying in peace be- 
queathed it to his poſterity, 

And now behold, he that was a monſter 
is now become an hero! wherefore, gentle 
reader, out of the two characters here given, 
thou mayeſt form ſuch a one as ſeemeth 
beſt in thine eyes, and call him Oliver 
Cromwell. 

And ii came to paſs on the third day of 
the month September, the day on which 
he had ſigned the Devil's contract, that day 
his life was required of him; that it might 
be fulfilled which was ſpoken by Lindſey 
the prophet, The Hand of Death is upon him, 
and at the End of ſeven Years he ſhall 
ſurely die. ag 

Now the reſt of the aQs of this ruler, 
and the ſurpriſing things that he did, be- 
hold they are written in the books of the 
chronicles of the kings of England. 

And Cromwell ſlept with his fathers, 
and was buried 1n the chapel of Henry the 
| ſeventh, and Richard his ſon was protector 

in his ſtead. ONES: MMO! 
” | | RICHARD 


| Was - BY 
RICHARD CROM WELL Protector. 
A ND it came to paſs that the man 
| Richard was preſently found to be 
incapable of the reins of government; 
he had neither capacity to manage, judg- 
ment to guide, nor reſolution to hold them; 
wherefore the parliament took from him the 
protectorſhip, and depoſed him from the 
government, 

And now the Commonwealth was left 
to drive at random, the government being 
ſometimes adminiſter'd by a council of of- 
ficers, and ſometimes by a thing called a 
committee of fafety, and great confuſion en- 
fucd in the land. 

And there dwelt a man in the northern 
part of the ifland which is called Scotland, 
whoſe name was Monk: moreover he was 
the governor thereof, and a great warriour. 

Now this man, taking advantage of the 
publick diſtractions, aſſembled an army and 
| marched to London, declaring for a reſto- 
ration of the king. 

And the people were terrified at his pre- 
lence, or peradventure they were weary 
with perpetual changes and commations ; 
whereſore they agreed to his propoſals, and 

lent 
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* ſent meſſengers unto the king, who was 


now in Holland, deſiring his return. 
And it carne te paſs on the 29th day of 


the fifth month, which is called May, that 


the king was conducted in great ſlate to his 
palace at Whitchall, and all the. people 
ſhouted, ſaying, Long live the King. 


CHARLES I. 


O Was many enormous crimes had 
been commuted by men of all de- 
grees, inſomuch that it was appre- 

hended oreat numbers, not thinking them- 

ſelves ſafe, would depart out of the land; 
zhe firſt thing that the king ſet himſelf to do 
was to publiſh an act of indemnity. 
Howbeit, he excepted out of it forty and 
nine perſons, who had been principally 
concern'd in the murder of his father. Ne- 
vertheleſs, only ten of them were executed. 
And the king repealed all laws that had 
been made in favour of a popular govern- 


ment; moreover he reſtored the ancient diſ- 


cipline of the church, and replaced the biſh- 
ops in their former dignity and juriſdiction, 
About this time an inſurrection happen- 
ed in London, ſet on foot by a ſmall rem- 
nant of Lnchuſiaſts, not more than fifty, in 
order 


E 
order to deſtroy all the monarchies of the 
carth. 

Theſe mad religioniſts were called Fif!/: 
Monarchy Men, who by reading the prophe- 
cies of Daniel, and the revelations of John, 
had perſuaded themſelves that the time of 
our faviour's viſible reign on earth was 
come; aud therefore it was their duty to 
lake up arms for king Jeſus againkt the po- 

ers of the world, and that no weapon form- 
ed againſt them ſhould proſper, but that 
one ſhould chace a thouſand, and two pu 
ten thouſand to flight. 

In confidence of this prophecy being ful- 
filled, they declared that they would rife up 
againſt the carnal, and poſſeſs the gate of the 
world ; that they would never {heath the 
ſword till Babylon (as they call'd monarchy) 
ſhould become a hiſſing and a curſe, and 
there were left neither remnant, ſon, nor 
nephew: and that when they had led cap- 
tvity captive in England, they would then 
go into France, Spain, and Germany, and 
bind their kings in chains, and their nobles 
in fetters of iron. 

Howbeit theſe miſerable men were delud- 
ed, being cut off in the city by the edge of 
| G 2 the 
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the ſword, even by the train- bands of the 
city were they deſtroyed. 
Now it came to paſs that Charles gave a 
looſe to his appetites, and indulged himſelf 
in all manner of delights; and be ſent forth 
his pimps and his nobles throughout all the 
land to fearch for the molt beautiful women 
that could be found. 

And they miniſtred unto the king accord- 
ing to his wiſhes : one brought him eyes that 
melted wich a dying ſoftneſs, another lips 
that ſeemed to ſay come kiſs me; this brought 
him ſnowy breaſts whoſe heaving ſoftneſs 
ſwelled wah love, and thata ſhape whoſc 
wanton motions ſeemed to promiſe bliſs 
luxunant. 

Now the lone habe therewnh, _ 
he was enamoured of them all; and he 

forth his ſcepter unto them, and the Und 
was filled with royal baſtards. 

Moreover thenation taking example from 
the court, ran headlong into all manner of 
licentioufneſs and immorality. And hav- 
ing ſeen in the former reign all kinds of 
wickedneſs committed under the maſk of 
piety, the leaſt appearance thereof was now 
thought hypocriſy. 

All the wit of the nation was turned to 

the 
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the ridicule of religion and morality, The 
ſtage became a ſchool of debauchery; and 
even the pulpit, fearing to be too grave {or 
the times, abounded with wit: and wheres 
before, they uſed to ſeek the lord and unvlur c 
his direction even in the molt trifliug aifairs, 
it was now deemed almoſt ſuperſtitious LO 
believe in him. 

Howbeit the religion of the king, ſays a 
noble “ author, was, that which is vulgar- 
ly, though unjuſtly, called none at all, nawc- 
ly Deifin, 

But the anger of the Lord was kindlied 
againſt the king and againſt the people of 
England, and he {mote the land with a dread- 
fu] peſtilence, infomuch that there dyed in 
One year upwards of ſixty and [even thou- 
land perſons: moreover in the following 
year a terrible fire fell on the city of London, 
which in four days time conf umed the great- 
elt part thereof. 

Nevertheleſs thefe judgments made no im- 
preſſio n on the ſpirit of Charles, who aban- 
doned himſelf to his pleaſures, and was ca- 
. ried away lo violently by his luſts, that his 
whole time and his treaſures were-ſpent a- 
mongſt harlotis; and all mauers relating to the 

5 WY govctrumem 
The Duke of Buckingham. 
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vernment of his kingdoms were left unto 
the management of his brother the duke of 
York. 

And Charles was guided by his brother 
in all things, inſomuch that the people mur- 
mur d greatly. Wherefore Killigrew the 
Teſter reported unto the courtiers, ſaying, 
The king is very ill, and hath got a ſore 


noſe, 
Then went the courtiers in n unto the king 


and condoled with him, ſaying, we are ſor- 


ry to hear your majeſty" hath got a ſore 
noſe. Whereat the king marveled greatly, 
aſking who told them ſo? and they an- 

{wered and ſaid, Killigrew told us. | 

Then the king ſent meſſengers unto 
Killigrew, commanding him to come before 
him: and when he was come, the king 
ſaid unto him, why ſaidſt thou, Killigrew, 
. that I had got a ſore noſe? and Killigrew 
anſwered and ſaid, I concluded it mult be 
ſore, becauſe your majeſty hach been led ſo 
long by it. 

Howbeit the king liked not the 1 
moreover he reproved his jeſter very ſevere- 
iy. And (whether it was thought that 
majeſty was too ſerious a joke to be laugh- 
cd at, leaſt peradyenture it ſhould be made 

ridiculous 
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ridiculous ;. or that it was of too danger- 
ous example, as it might ſometimes ſet the 
whole nation a laughing at the king's ex- 
pence; ) but from that day no jeſter hath 
been kept in the king's court, only plain 
and ſolemn fools. | 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Charles 
the ſecond, and his wit, and his gallantries, 
and all his intrigues, behold thou mayeſt 
find them in bawdy novels unto this day. 

And Charles flept with his fathers, aſter 
he had reigned over England from the time 
of his reſtoration twenty and four years, 
eight months and nine days, and. James his 
brother reigned in his ſtead, 


JAMES H. 


O W James was a worſhiper of the 

church of Rome, he bowed the knce 

unto her idols, and went a whor- 
ing aſter all her abominations : her bow- 
ings, her waſhings, her ſprinklings, her 
holy veſtments, her incenſe, her ointments, 
her abſolutions, her maſſes, her crofles, her 
idols, her miracles, her lies. 

Moreover he was a zealous bigot to all 
the ablurd aad fooliſh tenets, which the 
cunning of her prieſts have invented to de- 
lude the ignorant and enſlave the mighty. 


G 4 Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, when ' he aſcended the 
throne of England, he made a ſpeech to the 
people; declaring he would ſupport the 
_ conſtitution both in church and ſtate, as it 
was by law eſtabliſhed. 

Howheit be afterwards thought fit to at 
contrary to his declaration in every in- 
ftance, peradventure he made it with a 
mental reſervation lor that very purpole. 

And it came to paſs, that the Lord ſlir- 
red up theheart of the duke of Monmouth, 
and he rebelled againſt him, and entered 
the land with an aimy ; but lie was defcat- 
ed and taken priſoner, and his head was 
ſmitten off on Tower-hill. 

Many of his foldiers alſo were taken, 
mſomuch that the priſons of the weſt were 
filled therewith. 

And Jeffries the Judge was appointed to 
try them: and behold it was judgement 
without mercy ; he looked on them, and 
they were condemned; he opened his li PS, 
and it was death unto them. 

Yea, fo great was his cruelty, that when 
their eyes rolled in the agonies of death, 
then he mocked; and when their legs qui- 
vered iu the air, then he ſent for muſick, 


and called it dancing. Wherefore let his 
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name periſh from the face of the earth, and 
let all his generation be hanged by the neck. 

But woe unto thee, 1 O Kirk ! woe un- 
to thee, thou barbarous inſulter of wrong- 
ed innocence! let thy fin be deteſted in all 
ages, and let thy name be accurled from 
generation to generation! for behold thou 


haſt done iniquity in the ſight of the Lord, _ 


the cry of thine abomination is gone up 
unto heaven; and it ſhall come to 
that whoſoever heareth ay tale ſhall curſe 
thee. 

Now the thing which he did was this 

It came to paſs in the town of Taunton, 
that he had condemned an ancient man 
unto death, and he was to be executed on 


che fign-polt of the houſe were Kirk 
was fitung. 


Then came the daughter af the poor old 
man, a lovely maiden, her checks were 
waſhed with tears as a roſe in the morn- 


ing-dew, 


+ Major General Kirk was appointed to attend , 


on Jeffries in this bloody Buſineſs with a Troop 
of Soldiers, to keep the People in Awe, who hanged 
ſeveral by his own Authority, without any Trial. 
It was not poſſible for the King to pnd in the whole 
Kingdom two Men more deſtitute of Religion, 
Honour and Humanity. They were two cruel and 
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mercileſs Tigers, that delighted in Blood. Rapin. 
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ing-dew, and the look of her eye was in- 
nocence diſtreſs'd. 

And ſhe threw herfelf at his feet, and 
embraced his knees for ſome time in filent 
grief, and in the utmoſt agony of heart. 

At length, when words could find a 
paſlage, ſhe lift up her eyes, Nill drooping 
With tears, and beſought him, ſaying, 

O fave my father! let not his grey hairs 
be diſhonoured with a violent death! alas 
he is an old man, and hath not many days 
to live; ſuffer him to go down to the grave 
in peace, that my ſoul may bleſs thee. 

Then Kirk commanded the virgin to 
ariſe, and he looked on her, and his heart 
was ſmitten with her beauties, inſomuch 
that he burned to enjoy her. And he ſpake 
unto the maiden, laying, behold now the 
life of thy father is in mine hand, and I can 
do unto him whatſoever ſeemeth good in 
mine eyes: howbeit, thy beauty hath ſoſt- 
ened mine heart; if therefore thou wilt 
hearken unto my voice that I may enjoy 
thee, I ſwear unto thee his life ſhall be ſafe, 
not a hair of his head ſhall be in danger. 
Ihen fell the maiden down at his feet, 
and bedew'd the ground with her tears, 
and her anguilb was 128 great; and ſhe 


ſaid 
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ſaid unto him, O take my life, my life I 
will give for my father's willingly ; but let 
not my Lord deſire this thing, do not this 
evil unto thine hand-maid: alas! | am a 
poor virgin, mine innocence is mine only 
portion. I am beſides my father's only 


child, and his heart is fond of me, he hath 
none other; and if I do this thing, what 


benefit ſhall I have of his life? for behold 
he will die with ſorrow. . 

And her tears flow'd ſo faſt, that ſhe 
could ſpeak no more; and ſhe continued 
with her face towards the ground weeping. 

But the heart of Kirk was hardened, and 
his ſoul was ſet in him to do evil; and he 
ſpake unto the virgin, ſaying, if thou do 
not inſtantly comply, thy ſather dieth, nay 
I will hang him up before thy face, and 
thine eyes ſhall behold his agonies: and he 
ſeemed to he going. 


Then the damſel caught hold of the ſkirt 


of his garment, and ſhe wept bitterly ;_and 
ſo moving was her grief, that it would Rave 
melted any human heart. And ſhe cried 


out, kill not my father! O let me ſpeak! I. 


cannot ſee him die, indeed I cannot. Here 
grief once more ſtopt up her voice, and for 
ſome time ſhe could not ſpeak or weep; at 

length, 
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length, liftingup her eyes, forgive me heaven, 
the cried; father forgive me, I will ſave thy 
life, but I will not ſurvive mine honour. 
So ſhe yielded unto him, and was undone. 
For no fooner had he ſatiated himſelf 
with her ruin'd innocence, than he brought 


her to the window, and with an inſulting 
fmile ſhow'd her, her father hanging on 


_ © the ſign-poſt. 


Transfixt with grief and horror, ſhe ſud- 
denly cry'd out——my father! O my fa- 
ther! what have I done!——then ſunk 
upon the ground ſpeechleſs and without 
motion: but life, unhappily for her, return- 
ed; ſhe awaked from her trance all wild 
and diſtracted, nor did her fenſes ever re- 
turn to her any more. 

Many other cruelties did they commit, 
and many other barbarities; in ſomuch 
that the land ſtunk of blood, and the face 
of the earth looked dreadful with the quar- 
ters of men, which they hanged up in every 
place, as a terror to all that ſhould oppoſe. 
the meafures of this violent and bigotted 


But it came to paſs that James was fo 
eager in his advances to popery and arbi- 
trary power, that the great men and the 

nobles, 


1 
nobles, and all the people were alarmed at 
his proceedings: wherefore they tent over 
meſſengers privily unto William the prince 
of Orange, who had marrycd the king's 
daughter, deſiring his aſſiſtance, to preferve 
the religion and the liberties of the people. 

Then William raifed an army and came 
over to England; and great fear came up- 
on James becauſe of his mifdoings. Where- 
fore James fled from the preſence of William, 
and became a fugitive all the days of his life. 

Moreover his throne was declared vacant 
and William his ſon-in-law reigned in his 
ſtead. This is the grand revolution, this 1s 
the Epocha of Engliſh ſreedom. 

WILLIAM III. 

ND William was called the deliver- 
er, m as much as by him theland was 
delivered from popery and arbitrary 
power, and the liberties of the people bath 
civil and religious were ſettled and eſtabliſh- 
ed upon a new foundation: the preroga- 
tives of the crown were limited, and the 
rights of the ſubject were aſcertained. 

For the Lords and the Commons of 
England, on the day that they offered him 
the crown, explained alſo the conditions on 
which he muſt accept it, ſaying, 
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Thou 
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Thou ſhalt not fuſpend or diſpenſe 


wich laws, or the execution of laws by 
royal authority, without conſent of par- 


liament, it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not levy money for the uſe 
of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, 
it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not infringe the right of the 


ſubjeQs to petition the king, neither ſhalt 
thou proſecute or commit any one for 


ſuch petitioning, it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not keep a ſtanding army 
within the kingdom in time of peace, unleſs 
it be with conſent of parliament, it is illegal. 

The election of members of parliament 
ſhall be free, and no freedom of ſpeech and 
debate in parliament ſhall be impeached or 
queſtioned in any place or court out o 
parliament. 

Exceſſive bail ſhall nont be required, nor 


exceſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel and un- 


uſual puniſhments inflicted: 
Jurors ſhall be duly impannelled and re- 


turned: | 
And finally, for redreſs of all grievances, * | 
and for the amending, ſtrengthening and 


preferving of the Jaws, parliaments ſhall 
And 


. 

And we the people of England do claim, 
demand, and inſiſt upon all theſe things as 
our undoubted rights and liberties. 

And William was a wiſe prince and he 
ruled the kingdom with power and great 
glory; howbeit he had many oppoſitions, 
and it was with great trouble that he man- 
aged the haughty ſpirits of the Engliſh, 

Moreover he made war upon the French, 
and he led on his armies himſelf; and the 
hand of the Lord was with him. and he 
diſcomfiied them by land and by ſea in ma- 
ny . battles. 

New the reſt of the acts of king William, 
his courage at the Boyne, the grand alle 
ance that he made, the projects that he for- 
med, and the battles that he fought, behold 
they are wtitten in the books of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of England. 

And William reigned over England 
thirteen years and one month, and he died; 
and Anne his ſiſter in- law rejgned in his 
flead. 

ANNE. 
O W Anne was thirty and ſeven 
years old when ſhe began to reign; 


and ſhe reigned over England twelve 
years and five months, 


And 
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And ſhe purſued the meaſures which 
William her predeceſſor had begun, in or- 
der to oblige king Lewis of France to recall 
his grandſon Phillip, whom he had ſeated 
on the throne of Spain, and to place that 


cron on the head of Charles, the emperor 


Leopold's ſecond ſon. 
Wherefore war was declared by the con- 


ſederate powers of England, Holland and 


Germany againſt Franceand againſt Spain ; 


and Marlborough the general was made 


commander of their armies; and he mar- 


ched into Flanders and encamped there. 


And the arm of the Lord was with him, 
and he was mighty in battle, and he deſeat- 
ed the French whereſoever he came: in all 
the battles that he fought, he conquered ; 
and whatſoever town he beſieged, it ſur- 


rendered unto him. 


Let Ramillies confeſs the wonders of his 
courage, let the ſiege of Liſle proclaim his 


conduct; Blenheim, ſhall ſpeak aloud the 
glory of his arms, and Oudenarde declare 


his invincible proweſs ; Tournay alſo ſhall 


remember him for ever, and bloody Mal- 
plaquet ſhall tremble at his name. 
And great fear came upon all French- 


men, and upon Lewis their king; where- 


fore 


( 8g } 
wherefore he ſought unto queen Anne 
for peace, and in an evil hour {he heark- 
ened unto him: a ſhameful peace was 
concluded at Utrecht, and the conqueſts af 
Marlborough were made in vain, 

Now it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
the land was divided between two famous 
giants; and the name of the one was 
Whiganza, and the name of the other was 
Toribundos. And there was enmity be- 
tween the partizans of Whiganza, and the 
partizans of Toribundos, inſomuch that 
they {pake of each other with great biuer- 
neſs and many reproaches. 

And the giant Toribundos ſent forth an 

evil ſpirit. in the ſhape of a prieſt, and he 
called his name "ts GA and when he 
was ftrongly poſſeſſed, he would rave of 
falſe brethren, of evil communication. of 
paſhve obedience, of non reſiſtance, and 
many other abſurditics, 

Now the party of Toribundos adored 
him as a God; many pictures of him were 
taken, and prints of his face were diſperſed 
in every corner; yea, ſo worthily was he 
diſtinguilhed, that the very piſs pots of the 
land diſplay'd his countenance. at their 
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bottoms, and ſhowers of konour were dai- 
ly poured upon him. | 

Many hardy champions alſo enliſted * 
themſelves beneath his banners, and fought 
his battles with a deſperate and zealous 
fury. 

Howbeit there aroſe at length from the 
tribe of Whiganza, a valiant hero whoſe 
name was Benjamin ; and he buckled on 
him the ſhield of reaſon, and graſping in 
his hand the ſword of truth, he marched 
into the hoſt of Toribundos, and the whole 
army fled from before him, or fell by his 
hand : yea ſo totally were they defeated, 
that they turned not again unto this day. 

Now the reſt of the acts of queen Anne, 


and all her glorions conqueſts; her piety 


alſo to the clergy, and the fifty churches 
that ſhe built, behold, if thou liveſt to ſee 
them, thou mayeft die an old man. 

And Anne ſlept with her fathers in the 
chapel of Henry the ſeventh, and George 


of Hanover reigned in her ſtead. 
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ND George was fifty and ſix years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
' reigned over England twlve "ow 

| an 


BY 
and ten months, and his mother's name was 
Sophia. 

Now it came to paſs that the ſon of king 
James the ſecond, who had been abroad 
ſince his father's abdication, attempted to ſet 
himſelf on the throne of Great Britain. 

And there were great commotions in the 
land, and the ſpirits of the people were 
ſtirred up to rebellion in many places. 

And the friends of James aſſembled an 
army and Marched to Preſton; and they 
were encounter'd there by the king's forces 
under the command of Wills and Carpen- 
ter, and entirely defeated, 

Foſter alſo their general, with the lords 
Derwentwater, Witherington, Nithiſdale, 
Wintoun, Kenmure, and many others, 
were taken captive and committed to the 
Tower of London; and the heads of fome 
were ſmitten off on Tower-Hill, but ſome 
eſcaped. 

The earl of Marr alſo aſſembled an army 
in Scotland, but he was diſcomſited and put 
to flight by the duke of Argyle. 

And now che crown of Great Britain be- 
gan to fit firm on the head of king George; 
his virtues alſo began to appear, and thoſe 
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that ſpake evil of him were confounded and 
put to ſhame, 

And behold it came to pals in theſe days, 
that a ſtrong deluſion was ſent amongſt 
them, and all the people of the land were 
ſtricken with madneſs, 

- They looked towards the Southern ſea, 


and behold a ſurprizing bubble aroſe on 


the ſurface of the water ; its circumference 


led the firmament of heaven, andi Its height 


reached unto the clouds. 


And in the midſt of the bubble were ſeen 


the appearance of ſumptuous palaces, fine 
gardens, gilt chariots, gold, filver, and pre- 
cious ſtones, and whatſoever the heart of 


man could deſire. 


And the people ran together in crowds, 
ſaying, we will be rich; we will all be lords 
and princes of the earth. 

Many alſo diſpoſed of their lands and 
their houſes, their goods and their merchan- 


diſe, their plate, their jewels and their 
| cloaths, in order to purchaſe the {hadows 


in the bubble. 
Howbeit the deluſion began to abate, 
and whillt they were looking, lo the bub- 


ble brake, and all the gay appearances va- 
niſhed into ſmoke! 


Then 


{ W- | 

Then were heard weepings and wailings, 
and bitter lamentations ; he whoſe delufive 
dreams had flatter'd him with delicious gar- 
dens and a ſumptuous palace, awakes and 
finds himſelf in a wretched garret, or 
ſweeping thoſe walks which - he had plant- 
ed for himſelf: he whoſe gilt liveries had 
glitter'd in is imagination, is compelled for 
want to wear one himſelf; and he who 
fed on venifon at five guineas a haunch, 
now dines in Pudding Lane on a twe- 
penny chop. 

But woe unto you managers, woe unto 
you jobbers, woe unto you the directors. 
thereof! ,for the miſeries of the land are at 
your doors, the cries of the poor are againſt 
you; the ruin of thouſands compel them 
to curſe you, and the vengeance of heaven 
ſhall fall heavy on your heads. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king George, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the books of the chronicles of the kings of 
England ? 

And George ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried in his own tomb at Hanover, 
and George his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
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GEORGE II. 


A ND George was forty and four years 
old when he began to reign, and he 


walked in the ways of uprightneſs ; 
and behold he ſwayed the ſceptre of. the 
land with juſtice and moderation, and ru- 
led over his people thirty-three years, three 
months, and four days, and he was gra- 
cious in the fight of the Lord. 

And behold, during this reign, were 
many great and marvellous events, for it fo 
pleaſed the Lord to ſend upon the land a 
grievous and ſevere froſt, inſomuch that 
the lakes and rivers were frozen up for the 
ſpace of nine weeks. 

And moreover it came to paſs, that the 
ſon of James, once more raiſed commotions 
in the land, and with an army of poor de- 
luded men, entered even into the heart of 
the kingdom, to a city called Derby, and 
they boldly marched on with ſeeming mer- 
Ty hearts, to the warlike ſounds of bag- 
pipes, and Scotch-hddles. 

But 1o! on his march; he was attack'd 
by one of the king's great generals; named 

Wade, whom he overthrew in battle, and 
_diſcomhtted and put to flight —then was 
the whole nation thrown into diſmay. 


And 
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And behold it pleaſed George to call 
home from Germany his ſecond and be- 
loved ſon William [who had been there 
fighting againſt his father's enemies] and lo! 
William put hiſelf at the head of the troops 
and purſued the rebels for many days, 

And it pleaſed the. Lord that William 
ſhould come up with him at Culloden, and 
behold a great and bloody battle enſued, 


and mighty numbers of the northern clans 


were ſlain with the ſword, and with the 
gun, and Charles the fon of James was put 
to flight, and the remainder of his army 
were diſperſed and fcattered, and fo cloſe 
was the purſuit, that many were daily made 
priſoners, and Charles himſelf eſcaped in 
female rere. 

And lo! it came to paſs that three of the 
rebel Lords were beheaded on Tower-hill ; 
and ſome of the leaders, and chief men of 
the northern clans were hang'd, drawn, and 
quarter'd, at Kennigton common ; and 
thus the hand of the Lord put an end to 
domeſtic commotions, but the wars ſtill 
| continued abroad.” 

And the anger of ſche Lord was kindled 
8 the nation, and he warned the 
ol by a terible earth-quake, ay 

˖ 
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that a ferious air appeared in every face 
tho little damage was ſuſtained. Howbeit 
a fanatic ſoldier preached repentance in the 
publick ſtreets, and boldly propheſied that 
the cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
would be deſtroyed by an earth-quake on 
a certain day, and thouſands believed in 
him and were in the utmoſt conſternation. 

But he was a fool and a har, and the day 
diſproving what the fanatic had propheſied, 
many returned to their abandoned vices, 
and once more bade defiance to the venge- 
ance of heaven. 

And it came to pals that the king fitted 
out a great and mighty armament, under 
the command of an admiral, named Byng, 
and he commanded him, faying, go thou 
and thy veſſels, and thy valiant leaders, and 
thy mighty men of battle, to a place called 
Minorca, which is now cloſely beſet by the 
enemies, and with the thunder of thy artil- 
lery, and with the rattle of thy ſmall guns, 
and with fire, and with ſmoke, and with 
thy ſharp-pointed weapons, raiſe thou the 
thy ; and if it ſhall fo pleaſe the Lord 
that thou ſhouldeſt meet the enemies fleets, 
that thou ſhalt, to the utmoſt of thine abili- 
ty, take, fink, burn, and deſtroy tlie naval 

prowels ; 


1 
proweſs; ; and lo! Byng departed and went 


his way. 


And it came to paſs that Byng and all 


his valiant men of war, paſſed over the ſeas, 
and came before Minorca, but behold he 
was panic-{truck, and made no attempt to 
relieve Minorca, ſo that ſome time aſter the 
place was taken, though it had been long 
and well deſended by a gallant commander 
named Blakeney. | | 
And moreover it came to paſs, that 
Byng's veſſels came up with thoſe of the 
enemy, and a naval combat enfued, but 
Byng with fome other ſhips under his 
command kept at'a diſtance, and entered 
not into the engagement, ſo that the enemy 
eſcaped. 


And George waxed wroth, and com- 


manded that he ſhould be tried for cowar- 
dice, and he was tried; and he was found 
guilty, and condemned to be ſhot, and he 
was ſhot, 

And it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
the war ſtill continued, and many advant- 


ages were gained by George, both by? fea 


and by land. 
And his valiant and choſen men of arms 
took the towns of Louiſbourgh and Cher- 
1 burg 
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burg, from the French ; and one of his 
commanders called Ferdinand, gained A 


complete victory over the French in Han- 


ders. 


Now it likewiſe came to paſs in thoſe 


days, that Catharine, the wife of George, 
TY called unto the king and ſaid! 


If it mall pleafe my lord the king, 


hearken unto the words of thy ſervant : 


Behold faid ſhe, I am ſtricken in years 


and am ſorely alflicted in body, and am no 


fit companion for thy boſom, therefore I 
| beſeech my lord the king, to take unto his 


bed the wife of ſome other, that ſhe may 
be a comfort for his nights, and a playmate 


| for his leiſure hours. 


And lo! it pleaſed George to conde- 
ſcend to oblige her, and out of pure love 


and kindneſs, complied with her requeſt, 


and took unto himſelf the wife of one of 
his Hanoverian officers, who proved fruit- 


ful, and ſhe bare unto him many children. x 


And it ſo fell out, that Catharine died, 
and was interred in the chapel of Henry 


the ſeventh. 


But one of the king's domeſtic prieſts, 
who view'd this action in a falſe light, 


. 


oh 

preached before his royal face, from theſe 
words: 

And Naikan ſaid unto David, thou art 
the man.” | 

And behold the king was fore vexed in 
ſpirit; nevertheleſs he fulfilled the . 
tures, by returning good for evil; ſor lo! 
he gave this very prieſt preſerment in che 
temple, which quieted his ſcruples, and he 
then beheld che action in a fairer light. 

And it came to paſs that George died. 
and his remains were depoſited in the ſame 
chapel with his late worthy conſort, and 
his grandſon George reigned in his ſtead. 

GEORGE III. 

ND George was twenty and two 
years of age when he began to reign, 

and being a native. of the land, a 
1 prince, and well affected to his 
ſubjects, he mounted the throne of his an- 
ceſtors, in healthful vigour, amidſt the uni- 
verſal acclamations of his people. 

And it came to paſs, that the foreign 

wars {till continued to rage with great ſer- 


vour, and much blood was ſhed on both 


| des ; but the hand of the Lord was pleaſed 
to ſhew fayour unto George, he was ſuc- 
celsſul 


- | yoo . 


Sala in combat, and the town of Belleifle 

was taken from the French. 
And behold it ſo fell out, that the "ent 
and Barons of the realm, and the Com- 
mons in full aſſembly, unanimouſly con- 


ſented to eſpouſe their young monarch to 


Charlotte of Mecklenburgh, a princeſs of 


ineſtimable piety, charity, and benevolence, 
and they were —__ and the eye of the 


Lord {mi their conjunction, and Io! 


| the became fruitful as the young vine, and 


bare unto him many royal branches, and 


ſhould the Lord be graciouſly. pleaſed to 
continue his countenance to their honeft 
_ endeavours; they bid fair to people the 


and with the blood of royalty, like che 


Hpreading olive branches, as they live hap- 


Pily together, even unto this day, and are 
patterns of conjugal affection, 

And it came to paſs that the Lord looked 
down with favour on his arms, and many 
veſſels, both French and Spaniſh were put 
into his hands, together with the town of 
the Havannah from the Spaniards. 

Alter which, a general peace was pro- 


claimed, and George long enjoyed _ 


{ruits of his victories. 
But, behold it — the Lord to per- 


mit 
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mit Satan the diſturber of quiet, to fow 
diſſention in the dm of the American 
Coloniſts; and lo! they armed themſelves 
wiih military ſtores, and provoided ſhips 
ol war, and broke every tie of kindred 
With their mother country, and declared 
themſelves to be a free and independant 
Rate. 

Yet, the eye of the Lord looked on them 
with anger, and with wrath, and he per- 
mitted George 10 ſend veſſels, and arms, and 
valiant men of war, that greatly dicom- 
fitted their forces in many engagements; but 
the conteſt is cruel and bloody on all fides, 
as the father fighteth againſt the ſon, and 
the ſon againſt the brother, but the land 
muſt thinned, and the will of the Lord be 
done, | 

And George 1 to ſit upon "is 
throne of his majeſty unto this day. 
Where, that he may long continue in 
| increaſing power and glory, let all loyal 
ſubjects pray, that his miniſters may he 
honeſt and juſt, that his counſellors may be 
diſcreet and wiſe, and his captains merci 
ful and courageous, ſo ſhall he become once 
more a parent to America, the dailing of 
bis people, and the wonder of the world. 
Then 
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[| «heecond, who was the grandſon of Ed- 
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. 
bein will his ſubj Qs come before his 


8 preſence with thankſgiving, and enter mto 
his court with praiſe; they will alſo be 
| thankful unto him and ſpeak 6851 of his 


name. | 
And now behold theſe are the names of 


the kings of — and theſe are their 


generations. 

George the third, was . ſon of rede 
rick, prince of Wales, who was the ſon of 
George the ſecond who was the ſon of 


Gcorge che firſt, who was the couſin of Anne, 
who was the filter-in-law of William the 


third, who was the ſon-in-law of James the 
ſecond, who was the brother of Charles the 
ſecond, Who was ſon of Charles the firſt, 


who was the ſonof James the firſt who was 
| the couſin of Elizabeth, who was ſiſter of 


Mary, who was the fiſter of Edward the 
hxth, who was the ſon of Henry the eighth, 
who was the ſon of Henry the ſeventh, who 
was the couſin of Richard the third, who 
was the uncle of Edward the fifth, who was 
the ſon of Edward the fourth, who was the 


couſin of Henry the ſixth, who was the fon 


of Henry the fifth, who was the fon of Henry 
the fourth, who was the couſin of Richard 


yard | 
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ward the Third, ho was the ſon of Edwa 1d 
the ſecond, who was the ſon of Edward the 
firſt, who was the ſon of Henry the third, 
who was the ſon of John, who was the * 

ther of Richard the firſt, who was the ſon 
of Henry the ſecond, who was the couſin 
of Stephen, who was the couſin of Henry 

the firſt, who was the brother ef William 
Rufus, who was the ſon of William the 
conqueror, who was the ſon of a whore, 


Thus endeth the chronicle of the King's 
of England. 
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